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CHEERIO 

► AT THE END of August, Philadelphia will lose 
a rock. 

U.K. native Andy Dyson, the executive director 
of Neighborhood Bike Works who’s spent the last 
27 years here, will be moving to Louisville, Ky. 

(his wife, Moira O'Keeffe, is taking her shiny new 
Annenberg Ph-D. and beginning a teaching gig 
at Bellarmine University). I rang up Dyson, who 
through NBW has been empowering youth through 
cycling since 1996, for a few parting thoughts and 
ended up on the phone for 45 minutes. 

"I’m stunned by the fact that I’m leaving," he said. 
“No one should ever leave. On a very deep level, 
human bcingsarenotsupposedtoleave. We’re sup- 
posed to stay in the same place with the tribe we 
grew up with. Obviously our lives are not like that 
now. ... I’m going on to wonderful things, and I'm 
very excited about it. But there's something viscer- 
ally wrong about it." 

Not surprisingly, Dyson’s feelings about 
Philadelphia are complicated. He's been here since 
1983 and lived through some of the city’s worst 
moments. But he’s always recognized the gritty, 
can-do spirit. “We're in a society where they really 
gave it a shot by creating this nation. They set in 
progress, in an imperfect way, the Democracy which 
we really do enjoy. It’s not perfect, but I’m still very 
proud to have lived here where that happened, 
where people are trying to make things better all 
the time." 

Dyson laments that “we’re still in a country where 
corporate interests and money rule more than the 
people. INBWl’s mission is not to combat that, but 
I think that if people are riding bikes, they’re doing 
something which is protecting the environment and 
being gentle to their fellow citizens, and I think it’s 



a perfect thing for Philadelphia 
because we’ve got a city that's got 
wide streets and is a place where 
people's ideas of what's possible 
have been stretched. That’s what 
Philadelphia means to me." 

Most of what he'll miss about 
Philly has two wheels and a chain 
— Via, Bilenky, BCGP — but he’s 
also sad to say goodbye to CP 
(though he loves the Louisville 
LEO), as well as NBWs kids 
and their parents. “Til remem- 
ber fondly being surrounded by 
people with high ideals. The kids 
in NBW all talk about big dreams 
for themselves." 

Speaking of which, Dyson will 
take over as executive director of 
Bicycling for Louisville, “which is 
like the Bicycle Coalition here, or 
rather, like the Bicycle Coalition 
here was 25 years ago. Although 
it’s got big dreams.” NBWs board 
of directors is still in the process 
of choosing Dyson’s replacement. 
Tm hoping there'll be someone 
who’s better than me, because 
there’s many things 1 could have 
been better at,” admits the hum- 
ble 50-year-old. 

As to whether he’ll start up an 
NBW-type program in Louisville, 
“I didn't want to push for that. I 
didn't want them to think I was 
a one-trick pony. But people have 
suggested to me, and if they want 
it, we'll make it happen.” 

(bhoward®citypaper. net) 
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z here is a part of us that, deep down, knows we can never forgive 

5 Ralph Nader and his enablers for the havoc they wreaked 

< upon the world. Without N ader’s nihilistic Green Party run 

£ in2000(and 1.6percentofthevoteinFlorida),Americamay well 
“ huve been spared the disaster of the Bush years: wars, terror, 

general suckage. So whenever we hear the Greens and their 
« lefter-than-thou purist ilk spoutoff about how the Republicans and 
* Democrats are all the same, well, fuck them. Seriously. 
t Then again, democracy is anecessarily messy thing, and the Greens 

. and Libertarians and Constitutionalists and Prohibitionists 

- and Socialists andWhigs and whoever else have just as much right 
f as anyone to run for office. So it's a bit insulting to see the big guys 

i flex their muscles and lawyers to force the little guys off the 

- November ballot For instance, according to a coalition of minor par- 
S ties, the Repubs and Do ms have filed nomination petition challenges 
J against every single minor-party statewide candidate run- 

£ cling this year. The Republicans filed challenges to all three statewide 
5 Libertarian candidates, plus another against John Krupa. aTea 
| Party candidate forgovemor, who ended his campaign earlier this 
j week. On Aug. 9, Democratic U.S. Senate nominee Joe Sestak chal- 
5 lenged Green Party rival/potcntial spoiler Mel Packer, 
j In each case, the legal argument is the same : Enough of the candi- 

dates' petitions are defective or out of order to push them under 



the state’s threshold for admission to the ballot. 

As weVe told you [AMillion Stories, April 22, 2010], Pennsylvania 
is the only state in the union with a law thatforcesminortand 
less deep-pocketed) party and independent candidates to pay the 
major parties' litigation costa if they lose these challenges, no 
matter who brings them — and since the big boys file challenges to 
every minor party candidate on the ballot, that means the little guys 
face a potential hit every single time they dare run. 

Last week, a coalition representing the Green, Libertarian and 
Constitution parties called major party candidates to denounce 
these challenges. (Good luck with that. (While they’re at it, 
they'd like to change die law to make it 
easier for minor parties to make the ballot 
andrender these issue moot Currently, 
minors and indies have to file petitions 
Daniel S. equal to 2 percent of the total vote in 
the previous statewide election, or about 
19,000 this year. Senate Bill 252 calls fora more reasonable num- 
ber of signatures, but it’s been stalled in the State Government 
Committee since, um, February 2009. 

On Sunday, the third-party activists staged rallies outside the 
homes of four major-party operatives who challenged the minor- 
party candidates' petitions, including Sestak's crib in Newtown 
Square and die South Philly home of Walter S. Zimolong, a Repub- 
lican attorney who filed challenges to Libertarian candidates for 
governor, lieutenant governor and senator. 

We didn't go, so we can't tell you how they went ( Our Sundays are 
devoted to Jesus and Jack Daniel's, in that order.) According to 
organizer Jim Babb, a Montgomery County Libertarian, 10 to 15 



folks showed up at each house — not bad 
for a last-minute demonstration . The point 
they want to make, he says, is that the state 
constitution mandates “free and equal” 
elections, hut the reality is anything but 
Major party candidates have to file zero 
petitions to make the November ballot 
— though they do have to win theirprima- 
ries — and only about 2,000 petitions to 
get into the primary. 

“I don't expect politicians to change," 
Babb says. “They act out of self-interest. I 
want to expose trie ridiculousness of 



We would conclude with Babb's zinger, 
directed at Sestak and the Democrats, 
because it’s true — “If there’s ever, Klee, a 
bully situation, the all-powerful Democratic 
Party says, ‘We're threatened by these Kttle 
Green guys.' That's pathetic, what an 
embarrassment" — except that we have 
breaking news to report: Over the week- 
end, according to Sestak campaign attorney 
Manly Parks, the parties reached an 
agreement: Packer will not appear on the 
November ballot In exdiange, Pucker wont 
be saddled with the Sestak campaign's 
legal costs which, based on previous 




is flexing its muscles and lawyers ] 



A Million Stories 

<«Gontauod from previous page 

experience could have run as high as $80,000, maybe higher. 

Attempts to reach Packer by press time were unsuccessful. How- 
ever, in anAug 10 blog post, Packer admitted that victory was 
unlikely: “[GJiven the absurd requirements that third-party can- 
didates must meet to attain ballot status, [Sestak's] challenge will 

likely be successful Let me be very frank about this action. Joe 

Sestak is a moral and poitical coward 
You could argue that, despite the onerous burdens placed on third- 
party candidates, it's their job to make sure that their petitions 
are legit. And you'd have a point But that doesn't mean Sestak 
had to press the issue — especially with the threat of impossibly 
Ngh legal fees dangling over Ricker’s head. 

The fact is, Sestak's bullying worked. And that’s a shame. 

CRIMEAND PUNISHMENT 

As 9:30 a.m. approached and passed on Monday, Courtroom 802 
in the Criminal Justice Center on Filbert Street was quiet. 

Five court employees surrounded Court of Common Pleas Judge 
Steven R. Ger off’s elevated bench, bullshitting. In the gallery, 
Stacey Torrance's mom sat with family members, talking and laugh- 
ing. She didn't exactly look concerned about the day’s proceedings. 

“It’s another (appeal], sol don’t know if it’s going to happen,” 
said Barbara Ibrrance. It didn’t That’s not unusual; this is Stacey 
Torrance’s fifth appeal since 1988, when he was sentenced to life 
without the possibility of parole for a crime he committed when 



theotberwhitemeat >• oiowncraok.com 



he was 14. This particular appeal has been postponed 14 times 
over the past year — this time, to Oct 22. 

Torrance's crime has been on legislators’ radar for a while now, 
because it exemplifies the hard-line stance this state takes 
toward juveniles involved, even tangentially, in homicides: Here 
they can be sentenced to life without parole even if they didn’t 
commit or plan to commit a murder [CoverStory, “Little Kid, 
Life Sentence,” Matt Stroud, July 30, 20091 - 

Torrance assisted in the robbery of a 16-year-old acquaintance 
in North Central Philly. After the robbery, To rrance went home; his 
accomplices — his cousin and a few others — brutalized and mur- 
dered the robbery victim. They’re all serving life sentences, and 
hell if we have any sympathy for them. However; even though there's 
no evidence Torrance knew about the murder, under the 
state’s felony murder law, that doesn't matter:Torrance was just as 
guilty as his cohorts, and should pay accordingly. 

Monday's non-hearing allowed Ibrrance ’s lawyers to file an 
amended appeal asking the courts to take into consideration 
Graham v. Florida, a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision that said 
that “defendants who do notkil, intend to kill, or foresee 
that life wiP be taken are categorically less deserving of [life with- 
out parole] than are murderers" [Naked City, “Don't Throw Away the 
Key,”MattStroud, June 3, 2010], 

Well find out in October — or, you know, eventually — if Judge 
Geroff thinks that language should apply to To rrance. 

*This week’s report by Jeffrey C Billman and Matt StmutL E.maU us at 
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[1 1 AmansuesaDollarTreeinSouthwestPhilly, ~ 
1 after getting bitten by arat in Itie stone. Forget § 
it. Jake, it's Dollar Tree. a 

r -51 Ahomicidesuspectjumpsoutofavehicle | 

1 J carting him tajail.and police fail to find him. S 
“Mdu know.as soon as we switched the sirens 
with YaketySax. I knewihere d be trouble," 
saysccmmissioner Johnston. “But the slide 
whistles are a vital crime-fighting tool and 
you won'tconvince meotheiwise." 

[+•)] NewJerseyGw.Christiesignsabillellmin- 
J atlng offensive language like" mentaly retar- 
ded" and "feebleminded" from state stat- 
utes. But "button dcked" can stay, for now. 

[ 1 ] Somebodyslashesthetiresoncarsbelong- 

1 J ingtocity workers, including Mayor Michael 
Nutter and City Controller Alan Butkovitz. 

And Councilman Grundle Taint who is always 
parked between the two. 

[+■11 APIanning Commission member resigns 
afterattending a fund raiserfor Joe Sestak. 
which is an ethics violation. “ Ai n’t no party 
like a Sestak party," she shrugs. 

[+1 ] JerseyShore star Ronnie landsinjail for 
outstanding warrants. Though the crimes 
were quite ordinary. 

[+1 ] "The Solitude." an unused building located 
J in the PhladelphiaZoo. will open in Septem- j 
ber. My God, it’s full of dodo corpses. r 

[ 6] AMedicald-runhealh fair fargetsttie China- P 
1 town community, noting that the majority ! 
of its residents live below the poverty line „ 
andmanyhavefartopoorhealth.Y’eah.wel, 3 
maybeifeverymealdidn’tcomewithbogus j 
lottery predictions. IS 

[* 2 ] New Jersey teachers receive the lowest » 
average raise in 30 years: 1 .6 percent T 
Which, Bell Curve would like to point out - 
is still a raise. - 

Ml Heidi HameteorganizesafundraiserforPtiilly \ 
schoolsthatincludesTonyOrlando.LeAnn ; 
Rimes and several Playmates. "What!? ^ 
These are the most famous children's enter- * 

[+3] The Philly Senior Stage holds theater work- 2 
J shopsinretirementhomesaroundthecity. ? 
Their first production is Lips Together, Teeth ? 
in a Glass » 
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soap 

Jeffrey C. Billman tells you what to think 



j COME ON ARLENE 

Z Attn: Arlene Ackerman 
I From: Soapboxer 

" Re: I don't think you un derstan dhow this works 
= HELLO THERE, MRS. ACKERMAN. I haven’t yet had the pleasure 

o ofmaking your acquaintance, and really, that’s my fault. I’ve been 
7 in town almost a year now. And, before we begin, I have to say, I 
.£ don't envy you your job, notone little bit Running a school district 
£ with this many entrenched problems, with an atmosphere in 
« which, at least in some neighborhoods, failure is almost expected? 
No, drank you. I had dinner once, in 2007, with your predecessor, 
Paul Valias — I so happened to be dating his niece at the time, 
long before I even conceived of moving to Philly. This was just after 
he announced he was leaving for New Orleans; I got the distinct 
impression that he wouldn’t miss playing the political games your 
position requires. 

I read that lengthy profile Philadelphia magazine did on you 
last year, too, and a couple of filings popped out: You have a healthy 
amount of pride (no reason you shouldn’t), and you, too, don’t enjoy 
the requisite political dances. 

Who can blame you? It’s easy for City Council members to 
dress you down in public hearings, but it’s your neck on the line if 
graduation rates don’t improve. Heck, you came out of retirement 
for this job, and to take on the considerable challenge of reviving 
a miserable school system in an era of declining tax revenue. You 



deserve their — and our — respect, no doubt about it. And, in just 
two years, you’ve seen some success: Reading and math scores 
are up; violence is down. 

On the other hand, let’s face an uncomfortable reality: Yours is 
a very public position, and criticism comes with the territory. And 
you’ve hardly been immune. Your handling of that mess at South 
Philadelphia High School left much to be desired, for instance 
(Cover Story, “The Fall Guy,”Isaiah Thompson, March 18, 2010], 

But it was your enormous April bonus — $65,000, on top of your 
$338,000 salary (higher than superintendent’s salaries atthe 
nation’s three largest school districts), a taxpayer-funded car, Black- 
Berry and almost seven weeks (!) of paid vacation — that really 
raised everyone’s hackles. Surety, you can see their point: After all , 
political officials all over the coun- 
try, including Gov. Ed Rendell, are 
forgoing pay increases in solidarity 
with the less fortunate in these cash- 
strapped times. But not you. 

Nevermind that: See, Tm not as 
outraged over your paycheck as 
everyone else seems to be. Yeah, it’s a tot of money, but if you’re as 
good as advertised, and if you make our schools (and, consequently, 
ourcity) better, the fatsalary is worth it. 

Or rather, let me rephrase. I would n 7 be as outraged , except for 
this: When news organizations sought, under this state's Right to 
Know Act, the criteria the School Reform Commission used to deter- 
mine your bonus, you turned them down. And then, a few weeks 
ago, you issued an order shielding the salary information for all of 
your administrators from public view — even if the requesting party 
is the City Controller's Office, which needs it to audit your office. 

Um, ma’am: Who the hell do you think you are? 

Really, I don’t think you understand how this works: You work 



Who the 
hell do you 
think you 
are? 



for us: me, my wife (for the record, not a 
Valias) and our 1.5 million wage- and prop- 
erty-taxpaying friends. 

See, I really don't care how much money 

g $100,000 
itFll be damned 
if I stay silent while you try to hide the pub- 




k about 

is, quite frankly, insulting. Your arrogance 
is galling. I suggest you getover yourself 
By the way, last week this newspaper 
put in a Right to Know request for your 
entire payroll, because the law says we 
can, regardless of whether we have a good 
reason. Turn us down and we’ll see you in 
court. And we’ll win. 

(jeffrey. billman@citypaper.net) 
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“BANG 'EM!” 

So instructed Assistant District Attorney Jude Conroy to a 
jury as it began deliberations last week over the sentencing of 
Eric DeShann Floyd and Levon T. Warner, accused of helping 
gunman Howard Cain murder Philadelphia Police Sgt. Stephen 
Liczbinski in 2008. Conroy was asking thejuiy to impose death, 
using a variation of those same words — “Bang him!" — Floyd 
allegedly used to urge Cain to shoot Liczbinski, while Warner 
handed Cain the gun: the basis of their convictions on first- 
degree murder, despite nothavingbeen shooters themselves. 

“There is only one sentence, and it's not grounded in vengeance," 
Conroy said. “Bang 'em, bang 'em.” Emotions were hot: A man- 



nequin dressed in Liczbinskfs blood-stained uniform — used for 
a demonstration weeks earlier — was still present during the 
prosecutor’s statement. Still: Whata strange statement it was. 

There was not, of course, only one sentence: Failure on the 
jurors’ part to vote unanimously for death would result in life- 
without-parole sentences for the two defendants. And that's 
exactly what happened on Tuesday afternoon. 

In doing so, the jurors — or at least, the reported two of the 12 
who dissented — rejected a policy shown to be inconsistent, inef- 
fectual and Hawed. The death penalty costs the public far more to 
carry out than life sentences. It’s mind-ben dingly slow: Though 
220 people sit on death row in this state, only three have been 
executed since 1978, and none since 
1999. It’s used disproportionately by 
race: A study of death penalty cases 
in Philly by University of Iowa pro- 
fessor David Baldus found that race 



Emotions 
were hot. 



alone affected the chance of a defendant being sentenced to die 
as much as an extra aggravating factor, such as “torture.” And 
then there are the mistakes. Nationwide, 254 people have been 
exonerated in the last twodecades by subsequentDNAevidence. 
Seventeen of those left death row — five of them freed by the 
work of one team of Northwestern University students. 

In this caBe, the jury agreed the men were guilty of murder. Yet 
they didn't agree it was the “only" appropriate sentence. Perhaps 
they were less comfortable than the D. A with the presented 
evidence that the two men intended for Cain to kill Liczbinsky: 
Warner’s handingCain the gun and Loyd's shouting“bang him," 
details only the men themselves know. 

Liczbinski’s family, who called for death, will be disappointed. 
Theirs is a personal rage, and nobody has the right to judge it. 

Not so the DA's office. Why was the death penalty pursued so 
doggedly in this case? Maybe it was vengeance. Or maybe there 
were other reasons: for example, that the capital case allowed 
prosecutors to pick a jury more likely to deliver at least a first- 
degree murder charge in a case when: the defendants hadn't fired. 

Maybe it made for a good show. According to one attorney knowl- 
edgeable in criminal law, the prosecutor's “Bang ’em , bang ’em" 
remarks alone potentially opened the case to new challenges and, 
“It’s highly unlikely Hie prosecutor would have made that state- 
men t without knowing that it could present an issue on appeal." 

Maybe, in other words, however problematic it is, the death 
penalty is still good politics. Nothing grabs a headline, after all, 
like “Bang ’em! Bang ’em!” 
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TAKING AFGHANISTAN SERIOUSLY 

ANOTHER IN AN OCCASIONAL SERIES OF CARTOONS ABOUT THINGS, AND TAKING THEM SERIOUSLY 



$300 BILU0N 15 CHUMP CHANGE- - 
' T HELPS TO SOMEDAY POSSIBLE 
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8ELEA 6URED NATION : 



t ECONOMY TANKING A 
OUR INFRASTRUCTURE IN TATTERS, 
$300 BILLION SURE SEEMS 
KE A LOT TO HAVE WASTED or 
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feedback 01(1 Clty ' ^ someone who's literally been there at least five days 
Fromour readers aweekforthepastflveyearsl’mvery.verysad. 

KristyEvans 
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SHOCK COMING 

This seems shortsighted to me [Cover Story. "Khyber! Last Show 
Ever!" Brian Howard, July 29]. Yes, they aren't pulling the numbers 
they used to, butdo you really want to compete with “hip food and 
drink” in Old City? Actual" hip Philadelphians” arentspending much 
time doing that in Old City either, are they? They’re going to places 
like Johnny Brenda’s forthat, too. The majority of the people drawn 
to that section of OldCity are from outof town looking to spendsome 
time being “urban" in Philadelphia, and they're willing to spend 
money i n the Continental to do it Philadelphians go to Old City for 
things li ke First Friday or Khyber shows, and we re the people who 
don’t mindadirty- looking bar. If the Khyberthinks people who come 
in from out of town to spend money on food and drink are going to 
do it in the Khyber, and pee in the Khyber’s bathrooms, they have 
ashock comi ng. That is, of course , unless they spend money to do 
some serious renovation, which I can'tsee. 

Jessica 
VIA CITYPAPER.NET 

VERY SAD 

Sucks that guido nerd in Unfoil-covered Affliction shirts ruined 



SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Thank you for this article [Cover Story. "Idealists for Hire.” Isaiah 
Thompson.Aug. 12]. I havetalkedto numerouscanvassers to tease 
out GCI's role, practices and profits in the fundraising business. I 
am troubled by toe lack of transparency: If nonprof its must report 
their fundraising costs, how can CGI hide that informab’on from 
their beneficiary nonprofits? After giving this issue a great deal of 
thought, I have decided this system of exploitation is not advanc- 
ing social change. Alabor organizer who is on the front lines of the 
union struggle is considered part ofthe labor movement. Whereas 
canvassers whoghresomuch physically and emotionally are shut 
out of the movements they serve. I know past unionization efforts 
of canvassers have fai led, but these young people are wo rkers and 
deserve fair treatment. That In Itself, is social justice. 

Caroline Leopold 
VIACITYPAPER.NET 



* Sena a/ letters to Feedback, City Pacer. I23ChestnutSt, 3rdFknr. 

Phil). PA 19106; lax us at2 15 -599-0634; <Ke-maleditihal@cltypaper.net. 
Submissions may be edited lor dariy and space and must Indude an address 
and daytime phone number. 





YOU AND A GUEST ARE INVITED TO SEE 
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SCREEN GEMS 



citypaper 



To win passes for you and a guest to an advance screening, visit 

WWW.WHOARETHETAKERS.COM 

and take the “Which Taker Are You?” Quiz. 



When you are finished, log on to 
CITYPAPER.NET/WIN 

and give us your answer to be entered into the drawing. 
Five random entries will be selected to win a TAKERS 
prize pack. 



o purchase necessary. Passes are available o 
while supplies last One admit tw> 
Employees of all sponsors ar 



a first-come, first-served basis, 
pass per person 
not eligible 



IN THEATERS AUGUST 27 
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SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING 


For your chance to witness 

™,LastEXDRCISM 

log on to 




GoFobo.com/IISVP 
and enter the code 
CITYU8 

Tickets are available while supplies last 


*'T-Ust&(DRCISM 


No purchase necessary. Employe* ol all promotional 
parties are ineligible. Thrsfim sradedP&l3. 







THE FIRST ANNUAL 

MANAYUNK 

ECCARTS 

FESTIVAL 

Saturday & Sunday 
September 25 & 26 



Join local and green artists, regional 
green businesses and ecologically 
concerned community groups in an 
eco-minded celebration of artistic, 
sustainable and local initiatives. 



EXHIBITOR 
REGISTRATION IS 
NOW OPEN! 



VENDOR OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE I Apply@manayunk.com 

Sponsored in part by: 

cbs®3 quid 

l f>PEGO. 



CUJ yelp-!: 

QPure Via JSH 









desperate times 



( the naked city ] 



| GET WITH THE PROGRAM 

s Unemployment fraud costs Pa. taxpayers 
I millbns of dollars a year. But that’s not the real 
• problem. By Holly Otterbein 

» | n the past three-and-a-half years, Pennsylvania’s unemploy- 

| men t compensation fund has lost a total of $7 5.6 million to 

” I fraudulent claims. Mostly, these bogus claims come from people 
Z who’ve found work after being laid oft but continue to collect bene- 
| fits, say authorities. But they also consist of Attorney General Tbm 
- Corbett’s favorite — though much more rare — variety of fraud, in 
S which a Pennsylvanian turns down a suitable job in favor of reap- 
ing unemployment benefits. 

u According to documents from the Pennsylvania Department 
of Labor & Industry (DLI) obtained by City Paper , money paid 
out to these fraudulent claims is rising: In 2007, just over$17 
million was lost to unemployment fraud; in 2008, when the Great 
Recession gulped the nation whole, that number rose to almost 
$21 .2 million; in 2009, it rose again, to just under $21 .8 million. In 
the first half of 2010, bogus claims have cost the state $15.6 mil- 
lion. (In the first six months of 2009, fraudulent claims cost $9.7 
million .) By requesting via mail that the claimant pay back the 
fraudulent benefits — and, if necessary, placing liens on property 
or pressing charges — DLI recoups about half of this money. 

It’s not that DLI isn’t doing its job. Indeed, the price tag of the 
fraudulent claims amounts to less than 1 percent of the total cost 
of unemployment benefits. The problem isn’t that Pennsylvanians 
are suddenly lazy; rather, it's a symptom of the recession. 

Jef Henninger, a New Jersey -based attorney who represents 



defendants charged with unemployment fraud across the country, 
says he usually sees one of two cases: “The first is where the people 
know they’re committing a crime, but they’re in a desperate situ- 
ation because of the economy, or they're used to a certain lifestyle 
and now it’s hard to adjust to the new normal, so they keep collect- 
ing benefits after they get a job. The other is people who are down- 
right confused by the whole process. The unemployment system 
is overburdened now and the same level of customer service isn’t 
there, so they end up accidentally doing this." (DLI says mistakes 
aren’t included in the aforementioned numbers.) 

“The number of claims overall has increased during the recession, 
so of course a subset of those claims" — fraudulent ones — “isalso 
increasing," says David Smith, 



“Business 
leaders 
would pre- 
fer to wait.” 



a DU spokesman . In 2009, for 
instance, the state paid out nearly 
$5 billion in unemployment claims; 
the portion of that lost to fraud is 
basically a rounding error. Still, 
considering that the unemploy- 
mentfunds in Pennsylvania and 30 other states am bankrupt, 
according to ProPu blica, and that this state has had to borrow $3 
billion from the federal government to keep its program solvent, the 
increasing fraud couldn’t come at a worse time. 

But fraud’s not the real pioblem:These operations simply weren't 
prepared for a recession. Moreover, the state has not raised the 
amount that employer's pay into the unemployment fund since the 
1980s, though benefits have increased by 138 percent in that time. 
Fortunately, the state has quit procrastinating on the latter issue: 
This year Pennsylvania increased the average annual unemploy- 
ment insurance tax on employers from $384 to $432 per worker. 

The state is also cutting unemployment benefits by 2.3 percent. 

Meanwhile, the state legislature has declined to act on House 



Bill 2400, which would widen unemploy- 
ment eligibility — thus allowing 30,000 
more Pennsylvanians to collect benefits 
— in return for $273 million in federal 
stimulus dollars. 

According to DLI Secretary Sandi Vito, 
the federal funds “will pay for the added 
costs to the [unemployment] fund for the 
next four years," as she testified before the 
state House June 17.1 would prefer to be 
here testifying about an overall strategy to 
restore the trust fund to solvency . . . [but] 
business association leaders have indi- 
cated that they prefer to wait for the next 
administration to continue those negotia- 
tions. So be it.” 

The next administration, of course, 
could belong to Corbett, the right-wing 
Republican who made headlines in July 
for his pronouncement that many of the 
600,000 Pennsylvanians without jobs 
would prefer to collect unemployment 
checks in lieu of securing steady work. 

HB 2400 has languished in the Labor 
Relations Committee since April. If it doesn’t 
pass by August 2011, Pennsylvania’s allot- 
ted stimulus dollars will go elsewhere. 

( hoily.otterbei n<@£itypa per.net) 
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The PAREXEL Early Phase Unit, located at Harbor 
Hospital in Baltimore is currently seeking Volunteers to 
participate in a clinical research trial to evaluate a new 
Investigational medication. 

We are recruiting the following populations: 

Healthy Females 'Ages 18-55 

The study involves one screening visit, two 
in-house stays of 1 5 days / 14 nights. 

If you qualify and complete that study you may 
receive up to $ 6,320.00 in compensation. 

For more information, please visit our website 
www.baltimoretrials.com, or contact us toll 
free at 1-877-61-STUDY or 1-877-617-8839 
(Monday to Friday between SAM and 5PM). 

Please reference study #107782 
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PAY UP 

Got a blog that makes no money? The city 
wants $300. thank you very much. 

By Valerie Rubinsky 



F or the past three years, Marilyn Bess has operated MS Philly 
Organic(msphillyorganic.wordpress.com), a small, low-traffic 
blog that features occasional posts about green living, out of 
her Manayunfc home. Between her blog and infrequent contribu- 
tions to ehow.com, over the last few years she says she's made about 
$50. lb Bess, her website is a hobby, lb the city ofPhiladelphia, it’s 
a potential moneymaker, and the city wants its cut. 

In May, the city sent Bess a letter demanding that she pay $300, 
the price of a business privilege license. 

“The real kick in the pants is that I don't even have a lull-time 
job, so for the dty to tell me to pony up $300 for a business privi- 
lege license, pay wage tax, business privilege tax, net profits tax 
on a handful of money is outrageous,” Bess says. 

It would be one thing if Bess’ website were, well , an actual business, 
or if the amount of money the city wanted didn't outpace her earnings 
six-fold. Sure, the city has its rules; and yes, cash-strapped dtiescan’t 
very well ignore potential sources of income. But at the same time, 
there must be some room for discretion and common sense. 

When Bess pressed her case to offirials with the city’s now-closed 
tax amnesty program, she says, “I was told to hire an accountant." 

She’s not alone. Afterdutifully reporting even the smallest prof- 
its on their tax filings this year, a number — though no one knows 
exactly what that number is — ofPhiladelphia bloggers were dis- 
patched letters informing them that they owe $300 for a privilege 



license, plus taxes on any profits they made. 

Even if as with Sean Barry, that profit is $1 1 over two years. 

Barry’s music-oriented blog. Circle of Fits (seanoandjefe.blogspot 
com ), is hosted on Blogspot; as ofthis writing, its home page has two 
ads on it, but because he gets only a fraction of the already low ad 
revenue — the rest goes to Blogspot — it’s far from lucrative. 

"Ftersonally, I don't think Cirde of Fits is a business,” says Barry. 

“It mightbe someday if I start selling coffee mugs, key chains or 
locks of my hair to my fans. I don’t think blogs should be taxed 
unless they are making an immense profit." 

The city disagrees. Even though small-time bloggers aren't exactly 
raking in the dough, the city requires privilege licenses for any busi- 
ness engaged in any “activity for profit,” says tax attorney Michael 
Mandate of Center City law firm 
Mandate Kaufinann. This applies 
“whether or not they earned a profit 
during fire preceding year,” he adds. 

So even if your blog collects a 
handful of hits a day, as long as 
there’s the potential forittobe 
lucrative — and, as Mandale points out, most hosting sites set aside 
space for bloggers to sell advertising — the city thinks you should 
cut it a check. According to Andrea Mannino ofthe Philadelphia 
Department of Revenue, in fact, simply choosing the option to make 
money from ads — regardless of how much or little money is actually 
generated — qualifies a blogas a business.The same rules apply to 
freelance writers. As former City Paper news editor Doron Taussig 
once lamented (Slant, “Tiixed Out,” April 28, 2005| , the city considers 
freelancers — which both Bess and Barry are, in addition to their 
blog work — “businesses," and requires them to pay fora license and 
pay taxes on their profits, on top of their state and federal taxes. 

Mannino says the city doesn't keep track ofhow many bloggers 



“I don’t 
want to pay 
more than 
we earn.” 



and small-website owners are affected. But - 

bloggers aren’t the only ones upset with the g 
city’stax structure. In June, CityCoundl - 

members Bill Green and Maria Quinones- >j 

Sanchez unveiled a proposal to reform the - 

city’s business privilege tax in an effort to " 
make Philly a more attractive place for ? 

small businesses. Iftheirbill passes, blog- “ 
gers will still have to get a privilege license o 

iftheir sites are designed to make money, — 
but they would no longer have to pay taxes S 

on their first $100,000 in profit. (Ifbloggers £ 

don't want to fork over $300 for a lifetime “ 

license, Green suggests they take die city’s 
$50-a-yearplan.) 

Their bill will be officially introduced in 
September. There’s a lot of support and 
interest in this idea,” Green says. 

Perhaps, but it doesn't change the fact 
that the city wants some people to pay more 
in taxes than they earn. “I definitely don't 
want to see people paying more in taxes 
and fees than what [wel earn,” says Bess. 

“But I do think the city needs to establish a 
minimal amount of money that they won’t 
tax, whetheryou're a bike messenger, micro- 
blogger or a freelance typist" 

(editorial@citypaper.net) 




Free Solar Education Seminar: Thursday, August 19th at 6:30 groSolar 

800 Parkway Drive, Broomall, PA 19008 • RSVP to seminars@groSolar.com 



Cost to install: $o$i,500 

Average annual savings on your power bill: $i, 6 oo 



What are you waiting for? 

Cet a free solar evaluation: 800.374 4494 groSolar.com 



Save BIC with solar power! 








STAY CLASSY, PHILAD ELPHIA 

AN OPEN MIC WITH 



LET’S SAY ON 
ONE SIDE OF 
THE COMEDY 
SPECTRUM 

you've got Dane Cook. He's wearing a tightT-shiit, he’s 
aggro, prowling the stage, yelling, “Somebody shit on 
the coats!"He's naminghis albums Retaliation and 
Isolated Incident. Somewhere at the otherend in a 
double-breasted suit is Paul F. Tompkins, originally 
from Mount Airy. He actually smiles during his act. 

He riffs on daylight saving, and all the times he's been 
fired. He has a whole bit on the merits of cake versus 
thoseofpie. His albums are called Impersonal and 
Freak Wharf, a Go Ask Alice reference . Who would have 
thought that the nicest, classiest man in standup 
would be a dude from Philadelphia? 

Tompkins — who, after moving to L.A. in 1994, land- 
ed gigs on HBO’s Mr. Show and VHl’sfiest Week Ever 
along with lots of otherTV and movie appearances 
— doesn’t exactly call his style a conscious effort to be 
classy. “1 make a conscious effort to keep it clean, “he 
says over coffee at Little Pete’s. “I know when I’m work- 
ing a bit out and I curse, it’s a bit of a crutch." While 
the audience laughs at the F-word, you’ve bought your- 
self time for the next Hne. “But I gradually weed that 
out. Because I can’tgetoutofmy head that it’s easy. For 
me they have to be laughing at my ideas.” 

The jovial, gap-toothed comic was in town for a sold- 
out performance at Plays & Players Theater. Unlike 
most comedy shows, unlike Tbmpkins’ own perfor- 
mances just five years earlier, that evening wasn’t a scat- 
tered array of jokes but a series ofthematically linked 
stories. It followed his career, from working retail on 
South Street at Hats in the Belfry and an ill-fated little 
video shop called Beta Only, to his curious experiences 
in TV and moviea (P.T. Anderson has cast him twice. In 
Magnolia he was a voice. In There Will Be Blood he was a 
blur. That's progress. )And his You Should Haw Told Me. 
a sometimes-poignant one-hour special about his mom’s 
struggle with cancer, aired on Comedy Central in June. 

The Impersonal daysofPaulF.Tompkins.it seems, 
are over.He's always tweeting and poppingupon 
fellow comedians' podcasts, not to mention the brand 
new Rjd F. Tompkast. Just up the turnpike in Jersey 



City, you can frequently hearhim shooting the breeze 
with Tom Scharpling of “The Best Show on WMFU” 
The two, whose rifling on Insane Clown Posse last 
year launched a thousand imitators, are currently in 
the early stages of developing a sitcom for Comedy 
Central. And the Ibmpkins 300 scheme has his fans 
orga ni z in g on Facebook to get him to play their home- 
towns. Its led to gigs in Baton Rouge, Oklahoma City 
and some other unknown comedy hot spots. It’s also 
what brought him back to his hometown, where he 
ordered scrapple every single morning for breakfast. 

Mli What was Philly like during the standup comedy 
boom ofthe late 'SOs/early BOs? 

H3I There was definitely a scene. There was a crowd 
of guys that I ran with that was sort of my graduating 
class — we all kind of started at the same time, and 
we would encourage each other. That’sreally crucial 
when you’re starting out. You need other people saying, 
[laughs] you should be doing this. You’re on the right 
trade. Because otherwise it would be very easy for you 
to stop doing it. 

SB It was rough? 

IiJI Even though there wasn’t as much stage time as, 
say New York, there were a lot of one-nighters where 
you could go and earn, you know, 25 bucks, and perform 
in front of really tough crowds. What you lacked in 
quantity, you certainly made up for in difficulty, to make 
you better. Philly was a great place to start because the 
crowds were tough. If they didn't like you they would let 
you know. It was a good place to thicken your skin. 

33 Heckling? 

•JJI Yeah, heckling, and people just like talking It’s . . . 
if s got its brutal side. 

33 1 guess Philly can be brutal in all things. 

Exactly. 

33 You started out as a comedy duo with Ride Roman. 
iJal We went up July 11, 1986, at the Comedy Works, 
that was my firet time on stage. Thatnightis a total 
blur. I remember everything surrounding being on 
stage but I don't remember being on stage. That was 
such an intense experience. The great thing about being 
part of a team is thatwhen it’s goingbadly you have 
somebody else there who’s having the same experience. 
It's easier to kind of shrug it off like, it was them , right? 



By yourself as crushing as bombing can be ...when it 
goes well it is all yours and there is nothing like that. 

Rick passed away [in 1992]. He had gone to Chicago 
togetintoimprov. ... He was driving a cab and it was a 
bad stretch of road where a lot of accidents had hap- 
pened and he ended up going off the road and drowning 
in the river there. After that, they fixed the thing. But 
nobody had died so they never did anything about it 
[before] .That’s how the story goes. 

33 With the PFT 300 thing, you’re playing theaters 
now, and ditching the comedy clubs. 

UtiU The comedy club is in the bur/restaurant business. 
And I’m in the comedy business. We’re not on the same 
page, what we’re doing. That's the conflict. I just want 
everything to be about the show. I would like to expand 
my audience for sure, but I think the way to do that in 
this day and age is through social media and podcasts, 
things like that. People come up to me at shows say- 
ing, I first heard you on Never Not Funny or Comedy 
Death Ray or something like that That’s great. 

33 Some comedy podcasts have recently start tackling 
issues, like joke-stealing and expensive standup boot 
camp s. Will the PbdF. Tompkast go that route? 
as No , but I won't rule it out for my career in general. 
Because I feel like I’ve had this evolution that I did not 
anticipate. Getting into more personal topics and talk- 
ing about myself and my feelings. And where Tm at 
now, there's a big leap from my first CD to [Yon Should 
Have Ibid Me] . I started off nothing about me at all , it's 
all just jokes, very high concept, and then just a couple 
years later Tm talking about my mother's death. That 
was not an intentional thing. 

33 And the show you're doing now focuses on your 
career from Hats in the Belfiy to Hollywood. 

SB I was afraid ofventuringinto like Kathy Griffin 
territory, where Tm just gonna talk about famous 
people . Which is fine for Kathy, but that’s not me. I 
didn’t want to alienate anybody who was not in the 
same business that I was in, and it just seemed like, 
who cares about your showbiz stories? I realized that 
my way into it was my feelings about all this stuff. 

33 Most standup shows don’t have themes. Have you 
thought about calling it a one-man show? 

IJ31 1 think Td have to have a hat rack on stage. 



^ Stay Classy. Philadelphia 

«< continued from pago 1 7 

33 Best Week Ever. You were a contributor. 

[ill] An analyst, yes. 

33 And then they move you out to New York to host. 
liUl I loved it. I absolutely loved it. It's unfortunate 
that there was an air of stress and worry the whole 
time because we weren’t getting new people. . . . We 
couldn’t compete with the reality programming [VH1 
was] doing at the time, and which they're still doing, 
which was so cheap. ... It was a really base model. It’s 
like, here’s a really prurient escape where: Here’s these 
scummy people, they’re drunk and they’re dumb. And 
they’re saying dumb things and we’re laughing at 
them and they're gonna try to have sex with each other, 
and you get to see it! It appealed to everybody’s worst 
instincts. And then there’s us, this really silly show, like, 
did you see what happened on Cake Boss'! 

33 BWE was not without its social commentary. 

ESi There was always a push to have more clips 
from our shows, from VH1 shows, and 1 said, OK, but 
I always want to make a comment about here’s what 
you’re watching. What does it say about you? What 
does it say about society? Here’s a funny joke that 



has a little bit of weight to it. 

33 Which made your show antithetical toVHl. 

3S Kight . You shouldn’t be watching this, America! 
This cheapens us as a society! 

33 When did you feel like you’d kinda made it? 

IjJai It was when I got hired to do Mr. Show. That was 
in ’96. And I had just been fired from Tower Video in 
West Hollywood for theft. That was a really low ebb, 
when I got fired for stealing videos and then I think it 
was like a month later I got a job on Mr. Show. There 
was definitely a feeling of redeeming myself 
Over the years I’ve done a decent job of not taking 
it for granted I’m more grateful than I ever have been. 

1 think it’s also that I shed a lot of fear. It's better to run 
toward the things that you’re afraid of 

3|_So much in show biz is about getting greenlit, right? 
IliJI The technology exists today to do your own thing. 
It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia is a great example. 
They made their own TV show and then they went to 
networks and said, look, here’s a TV show. It’s all ready 
to go. You don’t have to imagine it. This is what it 
would be like. . . . More and more, networks are expect- 
ing that. They wanna see a little five-minute trailer or 
a 15-minute presentation of the thing. Because it’s pos- 



sible to do that, if s like we expect you to do it. As lazy 
as that seems sometimes — really? You’re not gonna? 
What do you do exactly then? — It forces you to work 
harder. It’s not a bnd model. 

33 Would you do a sitcom if one came up? 
litiU Absolutely. I love to work. There’s a period that 
you go through as an artist where you worry a lot about 
what other people think. Now I just worry about 
what I think. Could I play this guy for five years? If the 
answer is yes, I will audition for that show. . . . 

For me the choice really is more about quality of life 
than, are people gonna think I’m not cool anymore? I 
would like to have a nice life with my wife that enables 
us to not have to worry about eating every month and 
maybe we can buy a house and maybe we can have a 
vacation every year. 

I will not just blindly say yes to everything- Because 
I have tlie luxury of not having kids. If you have kids, 
all bets are off and you do what you have to do. I have 
friends who have families, and they are like cool actors 
who have a lot of street cred, and they’ve done crappy 
sitcoms that they probably wouldn’t have done before. 
But they don’t think twice about it because they have 
children. And that’ s kind of what being a parent is all 
about. 1 totally admire that. 

(pat@citypaper. net) 
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INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO SEE 



AUGUST 29 

Enter to win tickets at: www.citypaper.net/criticalmass 

TICKETMASTER.COM 
AEGLIVE.COM • 800-745-3000 
215-893-1999 

MANN CENTER BOX OFFICE 



University City District, 
University of Pennsylvania 
& The Rotunda present 



Free 



Summer Performances 



in University City 
KeturahNicole, 
Project Capoeira 
& Rennie Harris RHAW 



Saturday, August 28 (a) 6pm 

(a) the green space behind the Walnut Street Free Library 
(40th Street between Walnut and Locust streets) 




^ ^ city district - 3?lVnn MSB 

www.universitycity.org 






Guitarist 

Pat Martino 

October 22 & 23 

Show times 8 & 10 PM 
$30 per show 





Hammond B3 Organist 

Joey 

DeFrancesco 

Thanksgiving weekend 
Friday & Saturday 

November 26 & 27 

Show times 8 & 1 0 PM 
$30 per show 





MARY J. BLIGE 

SATURDAY. OCTOBER 9 



ON SALE THIS 
SATURDAY AT 10AM 
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artsmusicmoviesmayhem 



fullexposure 



| John Vettese 



I CLAIM TO 
I UNFAME 




ThroughSept. 1 2. Si 5. Samuel M. V.Hamllon Building, 
Pm, 128N.BroadSL.215-972-7mpala.org 

SOMEWHERE BETWEEN THE paparazzi 
and party photographers satAndy Warhol. 

In a selection of his black-and-white prints 
on display at the Pennsylvania Acade my of the 
Fine Arts (PAFA). we find the modernist impre- 
sario documenting fellow movers and shakers 
on the New York Qty scene in the late 70s and 
early '80s. The snaps are lively, capricious and 
intimate; we see big names like Keith Haring and 
Neil Sedaka, caught in candid moments at gal- 
leries and dubs. 

That intimacy proved to be a point of frustration 
for the gossip-ragphotograp hereof the era. As the 
j exhibit notes point out, Warhol was an I raider, a 
z . knownartistacelebfityhlmself.Hedidnlhaveto 
5 wait atthe door outside the nightd ub, and he didn't 

1 make subjects flinch or duckwhen he pointedhls 
£ camera at them. Being photographed byAndy, in 
“ these cirdes. was an honor. 

- By the same token. Warhol exploited this trust. 
“ ManyoftheimagesonthewallatFAFAareuncouth 
' and unflattering. We see his studio assistant, Jay 
| Shriver, mouth agape in the middle of eating a 
“ slice of pizza. We see 2D/a) anchor Hugh Downs, 
< shnockeredatapaity.hisarmaroundananony- 

- mous woman. Warhol's mission statement was 
17 that he sought out photos of "a famous person 
“ doing something unfamous," that a good photo 

2 meant “being in the right place at the wrong 
£ time." Ctearly.Warholwasn'tverydifferentfrom 

> That's without even mentioning that many of 
5 these, techn icallyspeaking, are notgood photos. 
* Downs Is out of focus. Haring is framed awkwardly 

1 and underexposed. Shotsof Liza Minnelli speaking 
S at a formal dinner were seemingly taken with the 

2 1 970s equivalent of cheap disposable cam eras left 
J ateachplacesetting.Warholshotwitha35mm 




folk/roots 

FLIGHT OF THE BARFLY 

Canadian roots chanteuse Amelia Curran 
toasts her fellow mistresses at Folk Fest. 

By Mary Armstrong 

“ ■ started writing plays in high school and I thought I’d stay 
I with that," says Amelia Curran. “The writing trumps every- 
I thing for me ."That won’t shock music fans already familiar 
with the smoky-voiced singer-songwriter, who plays the Canadian 
stage at the 49th Annual Philadelphia Fblk Fest on Sunday. 

This year, Curran’s seriousness about writing earned a Juno 
award for her CD Hunter. Hunter (Six Shooter), which took the 
title in the Roots and Traditional category — as high a distinc- 
tion as there is for a fblk recording in the Great White North. 

Lines like “You and I are carpenters, we build the bridge that 
we deserve. We hammer out the meaning, from the words,” make 
you wonder. Curran sounds like a good Irish n ame: Did she go to 
parochial school? 

“Yes, I did go to a pretty archetypal Catholic school. Newfound- 
land switched right after I left to a non-denomination al system . 

It was hard. As an Irish Catholic girl, I struggled with guilt," says 
Curran, on the phone from St. John’s. The antidote?“I drink! "she 
half-snickers. She did name her 2002 album Lullabies For Barflies. 

Music wasn’t always her aim. “I started busking out of neces- 
sity in St. John's, then hosting an open mic for a bit of money 
every week. I just sort of rolled with it. Sometimes I shake my 



head and wonder how it happened. I was an indie artist for 10 
years, I sacrificed quality of life — I always say musicians are 
cursed by desire. It’s a living but a small living.” Still, she didn’t 
pick Toronto when she decided to move to a bigger city to give 
her career a boost. “I live in Halifax where the winters are mild 
but messy." 

The Mistress" is one of Curran’s most popular songs. Just 
Curran and her guitar sounding almost church-like, chanting on 
the dark side of a grand mood swing. “Hello, it’s me the mistress. 

Is there anybody home? Cause the last place I should be, is sitting 
here alone. All I ask for is forgiveness, if you’ve got some give it here. 

You don’t act much like you need it. 
You don’t look much like you care.” 
Things arc to the nearly bleeding 
end, then hint that the pendulum is 
about to change directions again: 

“Is it better to be free? Am I better 
off without you? Am I happier alone? Hello, it’s me the mistress, 
would you please pick up the phone?” 

Clearly it is not speculation. When invited to politely decline 
further discussion, Curran sounds bemused. Tm not shy! I tend 
to say that everything in that songis true except the title. It’s a 
rant, it’s a defending one’s self-worth after having been terribly 
misunderstood." That seems like enough of an explanation, but 
there’s more: “At times I’ve been an awful person, but I’ve always 
been myself." Let it be an inspiration: “We’ve all been awful at 
times. Do not beat yourself up. Move on and be less awful." 

(m_armstrong@citypaper.net) 




Musicians 
are cursed 
by desire. 



yearning to be a dapper gentleman 



kaleidoscope 

► personal philosophy 

My seventh-grade school portrait begs to 
differ, but according to Philly photog JJ 
Tiziou, Everyone Is Photogenic. An off- 
shoot to his personal website, everyone- 
isphotogenic.com is basically an essay 
on confidence written for the subjects of 

we have to remind ourselves," he says, “that the idea of ‘some 
people’ as *photogenic' is a harmful construct. So remember this: 
Right now, with that little hint of a smile on your face, I think 
you’re the cutest.” Shucks. —Carolyn Huckabay 

► multitasker 

It seems like Jonathan Ames writes for the screen — the adaptation 
of his novel The Extra Man (see Shaun Brady’s review below) comes 
out this weekend; the second season of his HBO series Bored to 
Death premieresSept. 26. For those unfamiliar, Ames is emotionally 
vulnerable, but his fascination with sexuality makes him less grat- 
ing th an the classic New York neurotic. Start with his '09 tome The 
Double Life Is Twice as Good(Scribner), a mix of essays, jour- 
nalism and short fiction, as ameansofboningup. — Molly Eichel 



► true crime/high hopes 

While Cropsey — Barbara Brancacdo and 
Joshua Zeman’s eerie true-crime doc about 
a Staten Island bogeyman — is worth the 
ticket price, the locale seals the deal: This 
first-run indie is showing at the Prince 
Theater, which may mean one of the city’s 
prime screening spotsis on its way to revital- 
ization. Brancacdo and Zeman will give a talk after Friday's screen- 
ing (Aug. 20, princemusictheater.org) — just in case you need more 
convinring that Staten Island should be avoided. —Molly Eichel 

► pre-emo indie rock 

Singer/guitarist Dean Wareham 
shouldn’t be singularly blamed for die 
fact that folk music's become a selfish, 
sadly confessional art form. But if you 
listen to (he way the shimmering, for- 
lorn Galaxie 500 — his Boston-based 
ensemble with Damon & Naomi, circa 
1987-91 — wrapped itself around his funereal tenorand wistful 
lyrics, it damn well feels as if he made indie rods cry. So take the 
hit, Galaxie 500 (playing Aug. 20 at the Troc, thetroc.com), and let 
the sobbing begin. — A-D.Amorosi 







WAITING FOR THE MAN: Kevin Kline steals The 
Extra Man as the grandiose Henry. 



THE EXTRA MAN 

C+ : LOUIS IVES (PAUL DANO) is a man both out of sorts and out oftime, tempted by 
transvestism while yearning to be a dapper gentleman in a romanticized time that 
exists only in fiction — tellingly, he imagines himselfnot only as Nidi Carraway, the 
mannered narrator of The Great Gatsby, but as the beautiful Daisy, as well. No mat- 
ter how dingy ordire his drcumstances, he keeps up an inner narration (in the lugu- 
brious, British-accented voice of Graeme Malcolm) that transforms his life into litera- 
ture. It seems destiny, then, that upon reaching New York, Louis finds himself room- 
ing with Henry Harrison, a vainglorious, self-styled aristocrat with all the trappings 
and none of the means. He paints his ankles black in lieu of socks and as a deterrent 
to fleas; he sneaks into the opera at intermission; he makes sudden, irrevocable pro- 
nouncements with a grandiose flourish. He is inevitably 
played by Kevin Kline, who seizes hold of the ch ance to 
amplify his talents for the stentorian and the sociopathic 
in Hemy, Grouch o Marx as written by Shakespeare and 
played in a rundown burlesque house. In Hemy, Louis 
finds both mentor and master. He also gets inducted 
into a dan of eccentrics through Henry’s role as an “extra man,” a not-quite-gigolo 
who acts as an escort for wealthy widows. Directors Shari Springer Berman and 
Robert Pulcini, who captured the cantankerous heart of Harvey Pekar in American 
Splendor, stumble in milking Jonathan Ames' novel for every ounce of quirk, espe- 
cially in John C. Reilly’s falsetto- voiced, Hagrid-haired neighbor who's all weirdness 
and no weight. The film thus belongs wholly to Kline, who swells hilariously to fill 
Henry’s enormous pretensions, hinting at a squandered past while maintaining his 
mystery. But he swallows Dano whole. Louis is nearly identical to Dano’s recent role 
opposite Brian Cox in The Good Heart ; in both cases, he disappears into a blank guile- 
lessness, especially in the shadow of his overpowering co-stars. — Shaun Brady 



I The film 
! belongs 
i to Kline. 




hangthedj 



THE QUICKNESS 



> in marcberg, the '90s neverended. There 
j are still bad deals going down under pale Brooklyn 
streetlights and bodies washing up in the Hudson. 
| An old VHS recording of Scarface flickers on a 
thousand apartment TV sets. And hip-hop is still 
made from sanded-down soul loops threaded over 
woofer-beating bass, topped with a heavy-lidded 
vocal delivery that indicates more hours spent with 
lolling paper than writing paper. 

Thatarecordso fully realized and bearingsuch a 
dlstinctvolcecouldcomeseeminglyoutofnowhere 
issurprising— thesedays.most"overnight'' suc- 
cess stories are the result of connected friends, 
persistent parents or a secret history wood-shed - 
ding in Christian rock ButRoc Marciano s resume is 
mi nor at best: one verse cn Busta Rhymes Anarchy. 
a string of unnoticed guest verses on indie hip-hop 
! records, not much else. Andwhile Marcbergpmb- 
ablywon’trescuehimfiomrelaBveanonymity — it 
was released on the small New VOrk indi e FatBeats 
! in Mayand is only nowstaiting to generates small 
i level of buzz — itissHllanalarmingdebutfocused, 
| razor-sharp and singular, a contender for one of 
; the year's best 

It works mostly because Marciano clings so 
fiercely to his vision — he produced the entire 
album himself and, save for a few split-second 
guest shots, his voice dominates. "Whateva 
Whateva" is built on nothing more than a bloated 
bassline andUnytrickles of guitar— plenty of space 
for Marcianoto huff outa dizzying crime narrative 
overtop. “Raw Deal” is even better, a scorched funk 
guitar lick looping over and over. Marciano pack- 
ing a gun in his London Fog and checking over his 
shoulder for those who would dethrone him. And 
where other attempts to caph»e the sound of mid- 
90s hip-hop come off forced and embarrassing, 
j /Marcberg succeeds to such an incredible degree 
It's hard to believe it was recorded anybme in the 

nostalgics and newcomers alike. 

(j_keyes@citypaper.net) 
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taj mahal may well be thecoolest man 
alive . withtbat gravelly voice and smooth delivery. 
The multi -instrumentalist left the New York scene 
decades back to explore the breadth of roots in 
California with RyCooder and co. He isstill expand- 
ing his graspof wodd grit reintroducing the blues to 
ItsAfrican ancestors andsinging in Spanglish when 
working with young Chicano acts (Saturday). 

Scottish band Mai inky will keep the Celtic music 
fans satisfied. Their sound is traditional and they 
favor the old songs (Saturday/Sunday). 

Some local faves: 1 ) Tin Bird Choir returns with 
more of their original songs, many springing from 
rural Chester Couity. where they create what they 
term “bam rock 1 (Saturday); 2) The king of the so- 
pranosaxin these parts. Ken Ulansey is often seen 
helping outother artists at thefesBval, sitting in im- 
promplu. This year hs Whirled Mu sicEnsemblewill 
focus his premeditated sound (Saturday/Sunday); 
3) If you don't havea good time at a Spinning Leaves 
show, you are immune to fun (Friday/Saturday). 

YbuknowWico frontman Jeff Tweedy (Saturday). 

Working people need a man to speak for them 
and right now that man is JoePug. returnlngafter 
a warmly received festival debut last year. He Is a 
£ forceful performer, insistent In hisdelivery; you will 
l hear his words (Sunday). 

$ If you are onsite by Friday afternoon . give Annie& 
J theBeekeepersachance.AtlastyearsAmericana 
5 Conference, their spare arrangements and Annie 
: Lynch's tender voice kept a bar full of music-biz 
l cynics paying attention. Could've been the liberal 
”• use of cello against acoustic steel guitar. Lynch is an 
alumoftheBostcnmusicscene.whereallthingsare 
\ possible for young acoustic composers (Friday). 

| This year the festival has a smal I Cartadi an foe us 

area,whereyou'HfindAmeliaCurran(seep.20).0n 
" thesamestageareNudie&theTurks.longtime 
' FolkAlliance fevorles among those who favor coun- 
= trywithalwangoverpopsmoothness.Theseguys 
- have the clever woid hooks that made Nashville 
£ famous (Sunday). 

i The festival closes with one of the most popu- 
£ lar singer/songwriters working today. Richard 

0 Thompson, loved as much for his dynamic pres- 

1 ence as his refined storytelling (Sunday). 

— Mary Armstrong 

3 - - 

j Philadelphia Folk Festival. Ptu.-Sun.Aug. 20-22. Old 
J Pool Farm, 1323 Salford Station Road, Schwenksville, 



The Spinning Leaves march on the Folk Festival. By John Vettese 



F our years ago, freshly relocated to an apartment above the 
Italian Market, Barbara Gettes befriended a neighborhood 
woman named Tracey. 

She was homeless, and spent her days walking up and down Ninth 
Street, humming along to the crackling sounds ofher transistor radio. 

“It was the one tiring that made her happy. WeD, that or a 40," 
Gettes remembers. “But it was stolen." 

This was Thanksgiving weekend 2006; Gettes had just begun 
making music with Michael Baker. While Gettes’ family dined 
downstairs in her parents' Plymouth Meeting home, she shut her- 
self in an upstairs room with her acoustic guitar, a Nashville chord 
progression and a story to tell. 

All she needed was her radio, but where is it now, oh where did it go? 
“It was stolen, so I wrote this song for her to have." 

Gettes and Baker look at the music they make as The Spinning 
Leaves the same way. They mean for their music to build commu- 
nity, to make a positive impact on those they share it with. 

This is the unifying aspiration ofThe Spinning Leuves, who play 
the Folk Fest this week, though the group’s songs are the work of 
two very distinct personalities. 

Before he came to Philadelphia, Baker lived in Henderson, Ky. His 
parents hail from South Carolina, and he grew up surrounded by 
bluegrass and Appalachian folk music. 

“I grew up 30 minutes from where Bill Munroe grew up," he says. 
But the influence lay dormant. When he studied history at Central 
Kentucky’s Transylvania University, he played in a band that 
did “mood music" and “soundscapes." He lived in Europe for a year 
before resettling in Philadelphia where, inspired by tire active roots 
scene, he gave folk a go. Baker reasons til at he needed to get away 
from home before it could inform his work. 

“The music I play non; I could not have played while I lived in Ken- 
tucky," Baker figures. “I hadn’t owned it yet, I hadn't come into it.” 
Gettes also arrived circuitously The Lafayette Hill native’s 
background is in education and nonprofits, including a stint vol- 
unteeringfor Project Avary (funded by the Grateful Dead's Rex 
Foundation), which aids the children ofincarcerated parents. For 
Gettes, music was a form of outreach. It was also upersonal hurdle. 

“I was never scared to teach a child to read,” she says. “But I was 
petrified to get behind the microphone.” 

The two met at Gettes’ 29th birthday party in 2006. Baker 
describes how Gettes was flabbergasted; that day she’d told a friend 
she wanted to meet somebody from Kentucky. “A lot of things with 
our band have been cosmically aligned like that,” says Baker. 

They got together the following day to play songs at Gettes 1 apart- 
ment. “Oh, Sister," from Bob Dylan’s Desire, was their first duet. 
When they next met, they took Baker’s backpacker guitar to the 
Wissahickon Creek and wrote a song called “A Walk in the Woods.” 
The music flowed effortlessly and culminated in the album Love, 
released earlier this year on Ropeadope Records. 

Ids easy to mistake Love , with its warm harmonies and lush 
arrange ments.for a simple romantic treatise. It certainly has 
moments of longing (“Fire”) and desire (“Lonely Firefly"). But it’s 
more than just two googly-eyed folkie kids. 

See the jazzy bop ofTry, Try, Try, TYy, Try, Try” ; the characters in 
its verses are destitute and frustrated, a man on a shooting spree, 
a woman starving in an alleyway. The chorus is a call to overcome 
(“let’s get together and (ry"). Or Gettes"Transistor Radio,” forTracey. 

“Love is a complete smorgasbord," says Baker. “It drives people to 
do good stuff and bad stuff but it drives people." 

The gorgeous “Blowin' in the Wind"-esque centerpiece, “Bridges 




for Free," locks in on this. Amid echoing slide guitar and lyrical talk 
of “recovery and destruction,”itdrops this couplet: 

Love landed somewhere in Philadelphia 

And sat with a movement — a movement for change. 

Gettes says the album’s thesis wasn’t planned. It grew from the 
powerful connection she and Baker share. “From the beginning, it 
felt like we were a vehicle to convey this love." 

“There are so many ways to be disconnected from everything 
around you in the 2 1st century," Baker says, his cell phone crackling 
on a long tour drive to Cleveland. “Music can bring people out of that.” 
For example, The Spinning Leaves perform with as few as two 
members and as many as 20, but they recorded Love with over 50 
musicians from the Philadelphia folk scene. 

And last summer, the 



11 Parade regulars packed a 

van and a car and, minstrel-style, took the variety show on the road. 

Gettes says this affects more than just musicians, pointing out 
showcases — like the Kennett Square Farmers Market, or the 
Sept. 12 Bike Philly after-party at Johnny Brenda’s — which reach 
broader, more disparate crowds. 

The Spinning Leaves view their Folk Parade as a model to be rep- 
licated elsewhere. In an era where music is becoming less viable as 
an industry, Baker talks of artists making a veritable co-op where 
the power of many can defray costs of things small ( posters, guitar 
strings) and large (tour vans, studio time). 

‘It comes down to mutual empowerment” says Baker. “We can all 
do bigger things together." 

lb wit At Fblk Fest, Baker says, their band will be 12 members 
strong, making a joyful spectacle. 

“We’re nothing short of trying to create a revolution." 

( John . vettese@citypaper.net) 

+ Spinning Leaves will playFrL, Aug. 20, 4p.m., and SaL.Aug.2I. noon. Refer 
to left for additional Polk Fest information. 



“We can do UaVCS founded the 

Philadelphia Folk Parade.a 
Uiyyer LMiriyS rotating-venue showcase of t 

city's musicians. This spring, 





Meet Dorothy and Herbert Vogel, a librarian 
and a postal clerk. Inside their tiny 
Manhattan apartment, with very limited 
means, they amassed one of the world's 
most outstanding collections of minimal art 
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s Claim to Unfame, 

i Warhol let his 
§ creative status 
s define him. 

§ automatic. anditshows Manyimagesfeelrushed 
| and awkward, constrained and snapshot-y. 

| Photos of Christopher Makos prove somewhat 
| more interesting, at least on a geometric level. 

- We see the pop artist and photographer in run- 
| ningsweatsandascarfinCentralParkpriorto 

- (or just following) a workout As he stretches, his 
| body forms unusual shapes and angles that fill 
” the frame nicely. 

S Betterareimagescapturingtherough-hewndlit 
and grit of the club scene. New York DJ Johnny 
Oynell rushes the lens screaming with his middle 
finger extended and with an arm around Alba 
Clemente, wife of painter Francesco Clemente. 
Elsewhere. Clash bassist Paul Simonon sits In an 
apparent opiate haze, with another anonymous 
woman, against the dank wall ofasmokyclub. 

These images make palpable the attitude, the 
pulse, the riotousdrive of big-city nightlife, with 
Warhol at the center as Ihe 0. G. party photographer. 
But even at their mostsuccessful. they are hardly 
portraits. More like fodder for scrapbook pages. 

As a contrast PAFA juxtaposes the black-and- 
whites with acollecticn ofWarhol’s Polaroid photos 
from the 1980s, photos that are more technically 
exacting, but less visually exciting. Acollection of 
studiesfor larger screenprints, these are images 
in their working stage. 

Some have depth and appeal. We see Dorothy 
Hamill atage 30, holding upa pair of skates with a 
pouty expressi on that seems to wonder if athletics 
will foreverdefine her. Actor Sean McKeon poses 
as Dracula for Warhol’s Myths portfolio, haunting 
and yet comical. 

But mostly, the Polaroids are humdrum head 
shots of lesser-known names— art dealers In 
5 profile and the young daughtersof billionaire bene- 
£ factors. It's important to remember, these images 
£ are not the end product in themselves. The only 

1 finished printweseels Warhol’s large-scale silver 
t self-portrait as we enter the exhibit, a majestic 

- piece that alone justifies the cost of admission. 

; Butthisbegsthequestion— Istheexhibitwor- 
" thy of exhibit? When he died in 1987, Warhol left 

2 behindsome60.000snapshotsandPolaroids.from 
i whichthiscollectiondraws.Butdoesthatmeanhe 
t !eftbehind60.000piecesforframinganddisplay? 

Working versions might not be what a deceased 

- artist would want representing his art; it almost 
f feels more anthropological than aesthetic. 

5 Then again. Ih is is Warhol we' re talking about He 

t was notably fame-obsessed, and fame is clearly 
“ a theme linking these disparate photos— from 

< works depicti ng celebrities, to works gaining noto- 
J riety because of the celebrity of their creator. 

5 He was also someone who let hlscreative status 

< define him. Every waking moment, an artist cre- 
i ates art; his very existence is an act of art. And 
“ In that regard. Warhol would have been OK with 
* his scrapbooking snapshots, framed and matted. 
£ hanging on a gallery wall. 

„ (j_vettese@citypaper.net) 
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AH, THE DOG days of summer, when temps are hot and movies 
are not. You could just wait for fall, or you can catch up at home. 
The flow of catalog releases from the major studios may never 
return to its pre-crash highs, but the trickle has at least increased 
to a modest rill, and independents have stepped in to pick up some 
of the slack. 

As ever.it would be easy to devote this entire column to the 
Criterion Collection's recent output. Among its recent trea- 
sures are upgrades (on both DVD and Blu-ray) for Powell and 
Pressburger masterworks Black Narcissus and The Red Shoes, 
as well as a new Blu-ray for Luchino Visconti's The Leopard, with 
its sinuously graceful lead performance by Burt Lancaster. New 
to the collection are Abbas Kiarostami’s Close-Up (here's hop- 
ing Criterion continues to work backward through Kiarostami's 
underserved early years) and a four-disc boxed set of Akira 
Kurosawa's first films, which, minus Madadayo, mops up the titles 
formerly exclusive to the massive 25 Films compendium. But let’s 
focus fora moment on a title from earlier this year: Leo McCarey’s 
heartrending Make Way for Tomorrow. 

Originally (if barely) released in 1937, McCarey’s tender tear- 
jerker took more than seven decades to find its way to home video, 
extending for nearly three-quarters of a century the disdain with 
which the movie was greeted by Universal executives. What they 
expected, no doubt, was a crackerjack comedy of the kind McCarey 
was known for, a movie like those he’d directed for Laurel and 
Hardy and the Marx brothers. What they got was a comic-tinged 
drama about the indignities of old age, one that, as Orson Welles 
put it, “could make astone cry. "Victor Moore and Beulah Bondi 
play the septuagenarian parents of five whose hard fortunes have 
left them without a roof over their heads. Their adult children 
reluctantly take them in, but insist on splitting up the couple, 
separating them in what their creaking movements suggest will 
be their final months. Moore is crotchety, hectoring a young doc- 
tor who comes to check out his cold, and Bondi is oblivious to the 
upset she causes in son Thomas Mitchell’s house, kibitzing as 
his wife teaches bridge to bring in a few extra dollars. But the 
ungrateful offspring inevitably come off the worse, representing 
a world — and, more to the point, a country — eager to obliterate 
any trace ofits past. There’s something profoundly un-American, 
in the mythic sense, about Bondi’s philosophy that “everyone is 
entitled to just so much happiness," a sentiment audiences still 
reeling from the Depression may h ave identified with but surely 
didn’t want to hear. Her insistence that she and her husband 
will soon be reunited in spirit, if not in the flesh, is almost a death 
wish, a theme McCarey carries through by staging their ascent 
into a hotel ballroom as if it's a gateway to the hereafter. No mat- 
ter how fond one is of McCarey’s The Awful Truth, forwhich he 
won a directing Oscar the same year, it’s h ard to argue with his 
contention that the Academy gave him the right award for the 
wrong film. 

Robert Altman's SrewsferMcCtoudluisonly been MIA for 
as long as McCarey's fugitive masterwork, but Warner Archives' 
long-awaited DVD is still a welcome sight. Ever prone to cham- 
pion the misfit, Altman often cited it as his favorite film, and 
in some ways it’s the first real Altman movie, the missing link 
between the relatively tidy comedy of M*A*S*H and the opi- 
ate sprawl of McCabe & Mrs. Miller. Held together, just barely. 




by Rene Aubeijonois’ ornithological narration, the movie drifts 
birdlike through a mildly dystopian Houston, ostensibly fol- 
lowing owlish visionary Bud Cort’s quest to aviate through the 
Astrodome. Its venal protagonists constantly spattered with bird 
shit ( prefiguring the omnipresent dog poop of Ready to Wear), the 
movie is deliberately crude at times, a self-willed work of art brut 
from an industry veteran who was working his way out. 

Equally singular is Albert Lewin’s Pandora and the Flying 
Dutchman, a modern myth whose restored Technicolor glows 
from Kino's new Blu-ray. With Ava Gardner and James Mason 



e fuses present and past as 
as anyone this side of Michael 
Powell. Working from the oppo- 
site direction, Ihsa Bara bash and 
Lucien Castai ng-T aylor’s hypnotic 
documentary Sweetgrass follows 
Montanan sheep herders into the 
npanied only by 



as the titular figures, the m 

eryc 

is entitled 
to just so 
much hap- 
piness.” 

a chorus of bleats and the sound ol 
the wind. (If you don’t have surround sound at home, you might 
want to watch it with a friend who does. ) Zeitgeist’s Le combat 
dans me resurrects Alain Cavalier's largely forgotten New Wave 
castoff with Jean -Louis Trintignant and Romy Schneider in an 
abstract neo-noir that is brutal and poetic in equal measure. 

Last but not least, Disney’s new Bhi -ray/DVD combo of James 
and the Giant Peach exhumes Henry Se lick’s least-known film, 
an ungainly but often inspired hybrid of stylized live action and 
stop-motion animation.The added sentimental overtones don't 
always go down smoothly, especially when accompanied by Randy 
Newman’s unimaginative songs, but Selick nails Roald Dahl's 
brand of morbid fantasy, an element too often missing from sani- 
tized children’s culture. 

Is_adams@citypaper.net) 






TAKERS 




A l’Ecole 
Francaise 

French for today's world 




FALL SEMESTER 

Starting the week of 
September 13th 



IN THEATERS 
AUGUST 27 

I. PP'f 3 ! — 1 ..^ WhoAr.ThnT«k«r».com 



All levels, ages. & topics 
Business, Literature. Culture. Travel 
Translation/ Interpretation services 



133 Heather Rd. Suite 201 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
alecolefrancaise.com 

Tel 610.660.9645 




cnypaper 

INVITES YOU AND A GUEST 
TO SEE 

Mesrine: 
Killer Instinct 

Enter to win tickets at: 
www.citypaper.net 

No purchase necessary. Supplies are Binited. 



Employees of promotional partners are not eligible. 



CHRIS HARDWICK MARK CURRY 

"THE NERDIST" "HANGIN' WITH MR. COOPER' 

AUG 25 -28 SEPT 2 - 4 



JOHN CAPARULO 

“VINCE VAUGHN'S 
WW COMEDY TOUR- 

SEPT 9 -11 




BRIAN POSEHN DAVE ATTELL JBSMOOVE 



SARAH SILVERMAN PROGAM" "INSOMNIAC" "CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM" 

SEPT 17 -18 SEPT 24 - 26 SEPT 30 -OCT 2 



FOR COMPLETE SHOW LISTINGS LOG ON TO 

WWW.HELIUIVICOIVIEDY.COM 



HELIUM COMEDY CLUB 1 215 496 9001 1 2031 SANSOM STREET. PHILADELPHIA 




NEXT SLAM: Mon, Sept 13lh @ World Cafe Live 
THEME: It's In The Mail 



WHEN: August 24th, Doors at 7:30, Slam Starts at 8:30 
WHERE: L'Etage, 6th and Bainbridge 
THEME: Bad Company 

31*, S4 Wall Drink Spcaals 
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Allstate 



SAVINGS 

Safe drivers: protect your home & c « 

SAVE 
29% 

These days, we're all looking for ways to pay 
less. On top of saving safe drivers up to 29% 
:n combining their home and car insurance 
Allstate offers other discounts you should 
consider when looking fora car: 

•ANTI-LOCK BRAKES 

•AIRBAGS 

•PAYING ON TIME 

•GOOD STUDENTS 

• PEOPLE 55 & RETIRED 

Plus, save on boat, motorcydeand ATV policies 

when you insure your car with Allstate, 



Thomas Stephenson 
(215) 564-6336 

2001 Walnut St. 
Philadelphia 




History Sail $35: 
Explore Philly’s maritime past. 

Tropical Sail $35: 

It’s a beach music party! 

Sunset Sail $40: 
Philly’s most romantic evening. 

215-900-7758 

americansailingtours.com 



American Sailing Tours 

Pier 24. Phila. Marine Center 
401 N. Columbus Blvd. 
Philadelphia PA 19123 



► theater 




A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 

If the prospect of another production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night's Dream 
seems less than thrilling, consider Mauckingbird Theatre Co.’s unique “queer aesthetic" 
take on the magical romantic comedy. “Two ofthe lovers’ genders are switched," explains 
director Peter Reynolds, collaborating with Temple University director Lynne Innerst 
and a mix of professional and student actors. “Helena is played by a male and Lysander 
by a female. This results" — after some hilarious love potion snafus by mischievous faiiy 
Puck — “in final pairings of a gay couple and a lesbian couple." As with other Mauck- 
ingbird classics interpretations — the spectacular all-male Misanthrope, the intrigu- 
ing lesbian affair Ibsen never intended in Hedda Gabler — “it’s thrilling to witness the 
gender-bending allow the text to come to life in new and intriguing ways." 

—Mark Cotta 

Aug. 20Sept. 12. $20, Randall V, cater. Temple University, 2020 N. 13th St.. 2 IS 923-8909. mauckingbird- 



► rock/pop 

+ BELLS BELLS BELLS/ 

ACRES OF DIAMONDS 

This Friday at JB’s is all about living in the moment: Yesterday be gone, tomorrow be 
damned. For stormy, spooky rockers Bells Bells Bells, it’s the last hometown show of 
the summer. Let ’em rest on the lovely laurels of January’s A Ghost Could Live Here. 
Reverb ing guitars and Amandah Romick’s operatic vocals make every second tense, 
desperate and darkly beautiful. Meanwhile, dreamy pop architects Acres of Diamonds 
should be in a sweet and sour mood. On one hand, they’re dropping their first 7-inch 
and it’s a moody, pretty slice of rock ’n’ roll. On the other, this is their last gig with drum- 
mer Kathryn Doherty-Chapman before she moves back to Portland. Case you didn’t 
know, she's been a fixture in so many righteous things in this city: Kensington Kinetic 
Sculpture Derby, Lady Fest, Girls Rock Philly, Neighborhood Bike Works. Kat's one of 
the all-time greats. 







( A 

4- ONE TRACK MIND 



► TREYSONGZ 

“Neighbors Know My Name’ 




The first time I heard Trey Songz’s syrupy 
falsetto croon, "Take this pillow right here, 
g rab this/And I know you' re so ©cited , if you 
bile it they won't hear,’ about a thi id of the 
way through "Neighbors Know My Name," I 
blushed and turned off the radio. Then I turned 
itbackon, louder. This surprising, infectious 
tracksaysa lotabout social intercourse in 
201 0 — its aslow, sultry R&B study of the 
deterioration of ne ighbor relations i nan era 
of cost-cutting construction. When Songz 
boasts, “Way you screamin', scratchin’ .yellin’/ 
Bet the neighbors know my name/ They be 
stressin’ while we sexin," he's commenting 
onthe thin walls separating oneapartment 
from another; intimate acts from public per- 
formances; and love songs from self-love 
songs — we hear the singer's name three 
times but never learn his lover's. Chivalry? 
Rivalry? I don't know. Butlbet my neighbors 
know his name. — AmyBaiiy 



t Trey SongtphysWed.,Aug.25,8p.m., $49.50- 
$ 59.50 Tower Theatre. 1 9 S. 69th St. Upper 
Darby, 610-352-2887, lkrenalion.com. 

V J 







movi ©shots 

FILMS ARE GRADED BY CITY PAPER CRITICS A-F. 



“HYSTFRICAUY 

FUNNY!” 




+ NEW 

THE EXTRA MAN I C+ 

See Shaun Brady ‘s review on p. 21, (Rite at the Bourse) 

FAREWELL I B 

InApril 1981 , Sergei (Emir Kusturica) in conflicted. Though 
I, he KGB colonel is the first to note the successes of the 
Soviet Union, he's also privy fo what's gone wrong. "The 

story, Farewell tracks Sergei's decidedly unorthodox efforts 
loward that end. That is. he starts giving information — in 
the form of bulky paper fdes he slides inside hisbriefcase 
each afternoon — to Pierre (Guillaume Canet). As Christian 
Carion’s film has it, PieiTe. an engineer, has no experience in 
espionage: He only happens to be employed by another man 
who occasionally works for an organization that occasion- 
ally works with the CIA. After he accepts a first file, Pierre is 
reluctant to continue, especially when his wife insists that he 
consider the danger to his family. Pierre keeps meeting with 
Sergei. As they lie to their loved ones, they also develop asort 
ofintimacy, discussing their personal pasts and desires for 
“change." The film draws parallels to other liars, mom profes- 
sional and more powerful, namely, French and US. officials. 
Farewell mixes thriller conventions and melodrama . os 
Sergei and Pierre try to keep control of the borders between 
their domestic and secret lives. But for Sergei, the mission 
is poignantly personal:“My country needs me,”he asserts. “1 
can change the world." —Cindy Fuchs (Rite Five) 

LOTTERY TICKET I C 

Arguing for a sense ofcommunity support while stocking its 
neighborhood with a gaggle of African-American stereo- 
types, Lottery Ticket flails along a tridty line between broad 
comedy and message movie, each direction undermining the 



other. Encouraged by a fortune cookie on what otherwise 
seems to be the worst day ofhis life, Kevin (Bow Wow) 
wins a $370 million jackpot, but has to keep the ticketsafe 
through the three-day July 4 weekend when the lottery of- 
fice reopens. Word gets out. of course, and suddenly Kevin is 
tile most popular guy in the projects. The win at first throws 
temptation in his path in the form ofa local gangster and a 
beauty with designs on becoming a rich man's baby mama; 
then turns ugly as he’s threatened by the neighborhood 
thug and his relationships with friends BrandonT. Jackson 
and Naturi Naughton (the requisite “nice girl") sour. The 
film, directed by music video vet Erik White, arguesagainst 
the false hope proffered by lotteries and demonstrates how 
those that escape the projects — typically through crime, 
celebrity, or both — fail to give back and lift, others out of the 
poverty they're left behind. But this call for unity tenters 
on a community made up oftired, tartounish types: Kevin’s 
Jesus-obsessed grandmother, a money-grubbing preacher, a 
misunderstood hermit. Ultimately, it deli vets the muddled 
message that money is the root of ail evil — but it sure would 
help out around here. —Sha un Brody IUA Grant,- UA River- 
view: UA 69th St. I 

MAO'S LAST DANCER IB- 

Plucked from a rural peasant family to study ballet in 
Bejjing, Li Cunxin was taught early in life how to adapt to 
sudden cultural upheavals. But not even that, life- alter- 
ing move could have prepared him for the shift, from the 
Cultural Revolution to late-7 Os Thxas. Adapted from Li's 
autobiography, Mao's Last Dancer opens with hisdistuncert- 

as an exchange student under the guidance of director Ben 
Stevenson (Bruce Greenwood I. The story then moves on 
parallel tracks, contrasting his disciplinarian training in 
communist China with his introduction to freedom and disco 



“The Winning Ticket 
For Big laughs... 

The Intire Cast Is Terrific." 

- Pete Hammed. BWtOtUCt HHUIM 

‘“lottery Ticket’ Hits The 
Comedy Jackpot!” 

- dmeertr C Metis, IK PIIUAQIIPKI HtttUNl 





movie shorts ] 
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“SIT BACK 
AND LAUGH YOUR *** OFF, 
THE OTHER GUYS IS A RIOT.” 




WILL FERRELL 

MARK WAHLBERG 



THE 

OTHER 

GUYS 



From the Director of 

ANCHORMAN and TALLADEGA NIGHTS 

mmm in ana/HUra lanii wii lisas’ mas mu 

SE3HI a! SBR9K aiSUULL 1391 ■ 1W J»9H 'WIN fflil WtBBJ HIC9> 
^WilUliIXUI ^MISIMIkftl JHIH HHIH "WIIU! — - 



international incident at the Chinese 
Embassy, eventually brokered by the 
FBI and then vice-president George 
H.W. Bush. The film's politics never 
rise above these simplistic good/evil. 

histrionic anguish. But when Li (played 
by Birmingham Royal Ballet darner 
Chi Cao) takes the stage, director Bruce 
Beresford's eye suddenly toughens, 
capturing a sense oftoil and strain that 

is the rare biopic that doesn’t romanti- 
cize suffering as a necessary compo- 
nent of art, but as a struggle justified by 
beauty . — SB (RitzFive) 

NANNY MCPHEE RETURNS 

A haiku: Emma Thompson lakes 
kick-backs from the lobby for 
ugly caregivers. I Not reviewed) tVA 
Grant; VA Riverview) 
PATRIK.AGE1.5lB- 
Gtlran and Sven, a gay Swedish couple, 
want a child. Or, at least Gdran does, 
plowing Lull speed ahead into the adop- 
tion process. Sven is silently weary, 
with one failed family — an embittered 
but ingratiating ex-wife and a 16- year- 
old daughter — already under his belt. 
When a paperwork error lands 15-year- 
old homophobic delinquent Fh trik in 
their custody — rather than the 1 -and- 
a-half-yearold they were expecting 
— their seemingly perfect life begins 
to unravel. But as Goran and Sven's 
relationship falters, GOran and Patrik 
start to bond, each fulfilling the roles 
offatherandson missing front then- 
respective lives. Ella Lemhagen’s film, 
which had its Philadelphia premier^ 
ut the 2009 Q First, is charming and 



doesn’t shy away from the homophobia 
felt by both the adults and child, but the 
candy-coated sheen applied liberally to 
the film's surface isa bit much. —Molly 
Eichel I Rinat the Bourse) 

PIRANHA 3D 

A haiku: This 3D trend is 
delightful. Surely this is 
the next Coro/ fac. tNot reviewed) t VA 



THE SWITCH 

A haikwJasaa Bateman has 
a kid. Let’s hope the Then Wolf 
gene is recessive. (Not reviewed) (UA 
Riverview) 

VAMPIRES SUCK 

A haiku: So you're telling me 

in this thing? You sure? (Not reviewed ) 
(UAGrant-.llARiverwew) 

+ CONTINUING 

THE CONCERT | C* 

Russian maestro who Dirty politics has 
reduced from orchestra conductorto 
Bolshoi janitor. While mopping up after 
the Bolshoi’s tyrannical manager, he in- 
tercepts a fax front a French concert hall 
requesting the orchestra's presence two 
weeks hence and decides to assemble 
a shadow ensemble curapused of fellow 
outcastsandapostates. Despite ilaset- 
ting, Radu klihafleanu's movie has little 
interest in post-perestroika politics, or 
anything beyond its trite combination of 
prefab nairalives. It's amiable enough 
Europudding, but without much flavor. 
— Sam Adams (Rite at theBourse ) 

CYRUS | C* 

John C. Reilly plays John, a divorced 



(MarisaThmei). Their relationship 
blossomsdcspiteahinlofsecrecyon 
her part - which turns out to be her 
son, Cyrus (Jonah Hill), with whom she 

The stage is thus set furanescalating 
battle between lover and ‘‘child," but ag- 
gression is alien to the Duplass broth- 
ere' w orldview. so a few early bouts of 
passive-aggressive sparring eventually 
flatline until everyone just shrugs and 
decides to be nicer. — SB. (RitzFive) 

EAT PRAY LOVE | C 

The same critics who dismissed Eliza- 
beth Gilbert's memoir as the story of on 

lessjoumeyofpeisonal discovery will 
find equal fault in Ryan Murphy’s 
adaptation. But the TV vet behind 
Nip/Tuck and Glee also has trouble 
balancing the decadent countiy-spedfir 
atmosphere of Gilbert's international 
sojourn with proving that his heroine 
is not merely a self-obsessed divorcee 
with the luxury of checking out for a 

THEEXPENDABLESIC 

If the movie Wild Hogs had sev- 
eral thousand explosions and Tim 
Allen had an automatic rifle that 
could blow up a plane and W illi am 
LI. Macy wasn't such a sniveling 
pussy, it might be a little like The 

several-decades-too-late super-team- 
ing of noted action stars What this 
testicle-squeezing paean to Ameri- 

subtlety — it's on the same gory level 
as Stallone's last directorial/starring 

vehicle. 2008's holy-shil-this-is- 







INVITES YOU AND A GUEST 
TO AN ADVANCE SCREENING ON 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 24 AT A 
PHILADELPHIA AREA THEATER. 



To enter for a chance to 
win two tickets 
text COMMITMENT with your 
ZIP CODE to 43549 

xample: COMMITMENT 19103) 




INVITES YOU AND A GUEST 
TO SEE 



TIME 



AN ADVENTURE OF THE HEART 

Enter to win tickets at: 
www.citypaper.net 

No purchase necessary. Supplies ate limited. 
Employees of promotional partners are not eligible 




www going- the-distance com 

IN THEATERS FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 3 



OPENS FRIDAY, AUGUST 27 
RITZ 5 THEATRE 









movie shorts ] 



+ ALSO PLAYING 

COCO CHANEL AND IGOR 
STRAVINSKY I C- 
Ritz at the Bourse 
DESPICABLE ME I A 
UARiverview 
THE GIRL WHO 
PLAYED WITH FRE IB 
RitzFive 



I AM LOVE I A- 

RitzFive 

WINTER’S BONE B, 

RitzFive 

For movie lull reviews anO showimes. 
go lo city paper net/mm es. 



violent Rambo — it makes up for in 
sheer gut -ripping head-'sploding 

the KFC Double Down. Stallone is 
Barney Ross, the leader ofan elite 
crew of mercenaries — blade expert 
Lee Christmas (Jason Statham), 
martial artist Ying Yang (Jet Li; 

MForToll Road! MM A legend Randy 
Couture); perma -shouting one-liner 
dispenser Hale Caesar ('ferry Crews) 
and WILD CARD Gunner! Dolph 
Lundgren .still large ). The team takes 
on a mission — from Bruce Willis! 

— to wrest control ofan island na- 
tion from a military dictator ( David 
Zayas ) whose strings are being pulled 
by rogue CIAoperative Munroe ( Eric 
Roberts). Sooooo many people die. 
Various reflections on life and death, 
particularly from Mickey Rourke as 
drunken tattoo artist feol, are way 
unnecessary, but they Ye not very long 
and arc usually abutted by someone 

Plenty have ridiculed the amount 
of plastic surgery on the screen, 
but if you're seriously going to The 
Expendables to analyse and critique 
men's facial structures instead of just 
cheering every time nameless baddie 
gets his legs liquefied into marinara 
sauce, you suck. — Drew Lazor (Pearl; 
Ra ve; UA Rieeniew; UA 69th St. I 

GET LOW | B 

The house is ablaze for a good few 
minutes before a lone figure suddenly 
bursts out ofa second -floor window, 
rolls down the slanted porch roof and 
runs, clothes still burning away from 
the scene. This enigmatic opening 

inevitably be revealed — which seems 
sort of a shame, as Felix Bush (Robert 
Duvall), squirrels himself away from 

the Tennessee hermit lo throw himself 



a funeral while he's still around to 
enjoy it (a shindig inspired by a true 
story), and as he reintegrates into so- 
ciety. his terse utterances show the loll 
ofhis solitude. Constant wheezing and 
muttering seem to have taken the place 
ofcompanionship in filling the silences, 
and after he speaks he smacks his lips 

aftertaste. It's disappointing that 
Felix'sprosaic truth finally eclipses his 
legend, but in the end the film is held 
together solely by Duvall’s valedictory 
performance. — S.B. (RitzEast) 

INCEPTION |B+ 

Dom Cobb (Leonard DiCapiio) 
infiltrates minds for a living He uses 
dreams as a gateway, conducting 
industrial espionage in the target's 
subconscious. Trouble is, high-powered 
businessman Ken Watanabe doesn't 
want them to steal information: he 
wants them to leave it. Director Chris- 
topher Nolan handles the mechanics of 
his Russian-doll worlds expertly. —SLA 
(Pearl; Rave; UA Grant; UA Riiermewl 

THE KIDS ARE ALL RIGHT I B+ 

Jules ( Julianne Moore ) is married to 
Nic (Annette Bening), adoctor.and they 
have two teenage thildren, Joni tMia 
Wasikowskn)and Insert Jush Hutcher- 
son), conceived with the helpof asperm 
donor. As Joni gears up for her first year 
ofcollege, her brother presses his newly 



adult sibling to find out the identity of 
their lather. They set up a lunch dale 
with Paul (Mark RulTalo), an organic 
restaurateur who in some ways is living 
the life Jules could have had. So it's not 
a surprise when he hires Jules and her 
nascent gardening business to redo his 
terraced backyard, or when the two of 
them Tall into bed together. KTheKids 
Arc All Right has a fatal flaw, it's that 
Nic and Jules' marriage is almost too 
ordinary. — SA. (RitzEast! 

LIFE DURING WARTIME I B+ 

Even those who escaped fedd Sol un- 
de's 1998 movie Happiness unscathed 
could be forgiven for not wanting to 
revisit its bleak terrain. But Solondz 
has never been one to give his audi- 
ence what they want, or what they 
expect. Li fe During Wartime opens 
with what looks like a re-enactment 
of Happiness’ fire t scene: a restaurant 
banquette floating in a sea of black, 
an unhappy couple in the midst ofa 

and so, we glean, is the pairing of thar- 
nd its. Confused? Good. Solondz wants 
you off-balance. Wartime extends the 
scaldingif occasionally glib pessimism 
ofits predecessor, buthereit's bal- 
anced with a deeper sense of sorrow. 
Apart from a handful of referentes to 
terrorism, here used as a stand-in for 
ultimate evil rather than a tangible 
threat, the title is as far as Solondz 




goes toward explicitly referencing the 
post -9/1 1 landscape, but the question 
of whether there is such a thing as an 
un forgivable act is threaded through- 
out. Bill's ex-wife (Allison Janney) 
has resettled in Florida and iscloso to 
manying Michael Lcmer's ardent. Zi- 
onist. but the threat ofbetrayal clouds 
their prospects. The ghosts of the past 
linger literally and figuratively in 

good. — SLA. (Ritz at the Bourse) 

THE OTHER GUYS I B- 

Will Ferrell is Allen Gamble, a gullible, 
timid desk jockey who is trampled 
by brash superstar gumshoes. Mark 



Wahlbergisferry Hoitx, a former ; 

rising-star cop who is shamed into s 

irrelevance after accidentally shoot - ° 

ing Derek Jeter before Game 7 of the R 

World Seriis.The ir-it-ain't-brok e ■ 

Line-O-Rnma approach that defines a 

director Adam McKay hits is at full | 

sf cam here. Of course, t here's only so 5 

much ofthis formula most of us can ■ 

keep down.andWahlbetg in partial- = 

lardragshisfeet mere than heneeds ~ 

to. — Di. (Pearl; Rave; UA Grant; UA l 

Riverview; UA 69th St.t | 





JULIA ROBERTS 

EAT PRAY LOVE 



“‘EAT PRAY 
LOVE’ IS 
A MUST-SEE.” 



mm Bins i n i niiiu i n ■ 
ii8 ho iniifiis mils nw mil un .-Jin 
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| LetYourselfGo.com 
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CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 



TAKE THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME 



“•EAT PRAY 
LOVE’ PROVIDES 
A GORGEOUS 
ESCAPE... 
JULIA ROBERTS 
IS RADIANT...” 





movie shorts ] 




EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 



STARTS FRIDAY. AUGUST 20 



A MAGICAL EXPERIENCE 
YOU MUST NOT MISS. 

A feel-good film bursting with courage, 
energy and overwhelming inspiration...! 
entertaining as it is astounding! 



BtMWs 



Mao’s Last Dancer. 



HANDS DOWN 



A TIMELESS 

NEW YORK STORY 



WINSOME 



SALT I B 

A nice-looking spy thriller with elegant 
brutality and visceral action sequences 
worthy of the Bourne series . —Patrick 
Rapa (Pearl; Rave; UA Grant ; VA 
Rivervicw; UA 69th St.) 

SCOn PILGRIM VS. THE WORLD | A- 

Adapted from Bryan Lee O'Malley's 

grim (Michael Cera) and the colorfully 
coifled object of his affection. Ramona 
Flowers (Mary Elizabeth Winstead), 
is complicated by a league formed 
by her seven evil exes, each of whom 
Scott has to defeat in calfeinated 
cartoon battles to prove his devotion. 
The stair-step progress fami liar from 
arcade culture thus reflects the stages 
ofthe couple's relationship, the cycli- 
cal progression leading from infatu- 
ation to love. Unlike so many ofhis 
contemporaries, who merely flex their 
insider knowledge, Edgar Wright's 

vice of his storytelling. Scott Pilgrim 

sitcoms, Bollywood movies, indie rock, 
social networking — essentially, the 
blitzkrieg of media that makes up 
the minute-by-minute inundation of 
his characters. For all of the eye-pop- 
ping visuals, though, W right never 
loses track of the human element at 
his films’ core. —SB. (UA Grant; UA 
Riverview; UA 69th St.) 



+ REPERTORY FILM 




ABINGTON ART CENTER 

515 Meetinghouse Road, Jenkintown , 
215-887-4882. abingtonartcmter. 
oig. Where the Wild Things Are 
(2009, USVGcrmany, 1 0 1 min. ): Spike 
•lonze’s adaptation ofthe eponymous 
classic children's book. Thu., Aug. 19, 
8p.m.,free. 



THE BALCONY 

1003 Arch St., 2 15-922-5483, thetroe. 
com. Vacation (1983, U.S., 98 min.): 
Join the Griswold family on their 
yearly trip to Wally World.Tue.,Aug. 
24, 8 p.m., $3. 

CLAY STUDIO 

139 N. Second St., 215-925-3453, the- 
claystudio.org. Wallace and Gromit: 
The Curse ofthe Ware-Rabbit 
(2005, UK. , 85 min. ): Cute daymated 

of missing veggies. Thu., Aug. 26, 8 



HIWAYTH EATER 

21 2 Old York Road, Jenkintown, 
215-886-9800, hiwaytheativ.org. The 
General (1926, U.S., 75 min.): Buster 



Keaton attempts to retrieve his 
beloved locomotive from Union spies 
in this newly restored favorite.Tue., 
Aug. 24,7 p.m., $9. 



INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 

3701 Chestnut St.. 215-895-6543. 
ihousephilty.org. Lucinda Childs 
(2006. Frame, 56 min.): Filmed 
portrait ofoneof the most influential 
and celebrated choreographers of our 
time. Thu., Aug 19, 7 pan., free. Sin 
Mapa (2009. U.STPuerto Rico, 60 

Perez and Eduardo Martinez from 
reggaeton group Calle 13 traverse 
South America and chronicle their 
experiences. Fri., Aug. 20, 7 p.m., $5- 
S8. Close-Up (1990, Iran. 98 min.): A 
real case of false impersonation retold 
in a doc-like style by Iranian film- 
maker Abbas Kiarostami. Sat., Aug. 
21,7 p.m.,$5-$8. Design for Living 
( 1933, Ua. 91 min.kTwo Americans 
fall in love with Gi Ida Farrell. As a 
compromise, she moves in with both 
of them. Wed.. Aug. 25,8:30 p.m., free. 

LIBERTY LANDS 

North Thirdand Wesl Wildley streets, 
215-627-6562. nlna.org. Dirty Danc- 
ing ( 1987, US., 100 min. ): No one puls 
Baby in a corner! Tue., Aug. 24, 8:15 



RIVERSTAGE AT PENN'S LANDING 

Columbus Boulevard and Chest nut 
Stmt. 215-928-8801, delawareriver- 
events.com. Fantastic Mr. Pox (2009, 
U.K/U.S. . 87 min. ): Wes Anderson's 

Roald Dahl's story. Thu.. Aug. 19,8 



SCRIBEVIDE0 CENTER 

4212 Chestnut St, 215-222-4201, 
scribe.org. The Other Side of the 
Water 12008. U.S. 60 min.): Doc that 
fol lows DJARARA — the only rarn 
band in the US — as its members 
work to. sustain music from theirnn- 
live land, Haiti. Ebony Goddess: 
Queen of 1116 Aiy6 (2009, US/Bra- 
zil, 20 min.k Follows three women as 
they compete for the title of Ebony 
Goddess. Fri., Aug. 20. 7 pm.. $5. 

SOUTH STREET HEADH0USE DISTRICT 

400 & Second St.. 2 15-626-7988. 
southstreet.com. Green 1 2010, US., 

82 min.kA drug dealer from Philly 
moves out to L.A. in the hopes of 
opening a legal marijuana dispensary. 
Wed., Aug. 25. 8 pm., free. 



UVEARTS STUDIO 

919 N. Fifth St, 215-413-9006, 

Opera <1985, U.S., 60 min. ): Docu- 

Philip Glass and choreographed by 
Lucinda Childs as it is restaged in 
1984. Tue„ Aug. 24, 7 p.m„ free. 

MUGSH0TS COFFEEHOUSE AND CAFE 

2100 Fairmount Avc., 267-514-7145, 
m ugshot scoff eehause.com. Encharrt- 
•d(2007, US., 107 min.): Giselle 

NYC. She randomly breaks into song 
and has a talking chipmunk friend, as 
any self-respecting princess should. 
Fri.. Aug. 20, 7 pm., free. Cadillac 
Records (2008. U.S., 109 min.): 
Chronicles the lamed Chicago record 
label. Mon., Aug. 23, 7 p.m., free. 

PHILADELPHIA CITY 
INSTITUTE LIBRARY 

1905 Locust St., 215-685-6621 . Paris 
When it Sizzles 11964, U.S., 110 
min.): Audrey Hepburn plays a typist 
who has two days to help an alcoholic 
screenwriter meet his deadline. Wed., 
Aug. 25,2 p.m., free. 

R1TZEAST 

125 S Second Si., 215-925-7900, land- 
inarklhealnis.com. Rocky UK 1982, 
U.S., 99 min. ): Apollo Creed trains 
Rocky to get back “the eye ofthe 
tiger." Sat., Aug. 21, 11:59 p.m.,$9. 



WOODEN SHOE BOOKS 

704 South St, 215-413-0999, wood- 
enshoebooks.com. Apology of an 
Economic Hitman (2007, Greece/ 
Ecuador/Venezuela/U.K./U.S. , 90 
min.): This doc explores John Fterkins' 
public apology for his assistance in 
payofls and political assassinations. 
Sun., Aug. 22, 7:30 pm., free. 

WORLD CAFE LIVE 

3025 Walnut St, 215-222-1400. 
worldcafelive.com . King of Kong: A 
Fistful of Quarters ( 20 07 . US. , 79 
min.): Donkey Kong champion Billy 
Mitchell's record is challenged by a 
middle school science teacher from 
Seattle. Both set out to be the best, 
but only one can win. A Donkey Kong 
gaming competition (for §5) and a 

will follow the movie. Tue., Aug. 24, 
6:30 p.m., free. 






is black landlord really celebrating my 
b-day by having its BBQ on Aug. 22? And If so. did 
I miss my own party last year If this Is their second 
nosh? Nah, it’s aworthy bash that Maxx Goat and 
Landlord throwforthe Salvation Army's Foster Care 
Program at the Like Club with IQ ngBritt(whosenew 
monthly starts at Fluid Aug. 20). Bardo Pond BC 
Cam plight Do You Need the Service (love their 
horny new CD) and more. Not to be missed : a vol- 
leyball match between Landlord and Philly Roller 
Girls. "If you know the Lords, you know this'll be 
fun," says Maxx. Besides, it' II get the band out of the 
studio (Milkboy) where they've been stuck making 
their debut MAD Dragon Records CD and songs 
like " Read My Lips" with producer Ian Cross. Just 
save room for my cake. > What's Tony Luke Jr. 
doing afterfilming the first episode of his upcoming 
WPVI -6 TV show Tony Luke's Eagle Mania a! Ill e 
Troc this week? Open one steak-shop in Bahrain 
(the first of an intended 60 overseas shops) and two 
in NJ: Deptford and Sicklerville. He's gonna drop 
his frozen Pronto sammiches in Target and Costco 
Plus he'sgotanew,imprcved version (no hormones, 
no steroids, noanfibiodcs) with a commercial shot 
at Woodshop Films The ads debutin September 
wit' Tony clothed in nothing but a red apron and a 
hat proclaiming Pronto sgoing “au naturale.” ► 
If you went to Paul McCartney (nice bike ride on 
Kelly Drive, Sir Paul?) last weekend expecting to see 
“Wells Fargo” atop the hockey arena (only to find 
Wachovia signage), you're now in luck, corporate 
fucks: Wells Fargo Centersigns just wentup. >-So 
the Tartaglias hit a snag buyinga liquor license with 
more holes than Swiss cheese. No biggie — by 
the time you read this. Connie's Ric Rac should 
be able to vend booze legally with a scrubbed- 
cleanlicense. ► Norristown natives Stephen and 
TimothyOuayfilmthisweekandnextattheMiitter 
MuseumPhiUyCol lege of Physicians. Why?The 
animated Anatomica Aesthetic a for which the 
twins received grants from the Pew and such. >- You 
heard here first that the live-performing Late Nite 
Cabaret folk (Scott Johnston & Co), banished from 
Fringe Fest-land when the Festival Bar went all-DJ. 
just made peacewith exiling King Nick Stuccio. The 
cabkids will take over the new Fest Bar (at Egypt) 
and its stages Tuesdays and Wednesdays during the 
UveArts/FringeFestival ► If you thought World 
Cafe Live s Beta Hi-Fi competition was I ike Trix, 
just for kids.oldart-punkfucks Absinthe Drinkers 
and the birthday boysinYeah Clementines like it, 
too. Vote and hit the resultsshowAug. 22. »• Doug 
Kammerer, the debonair meteorologist from CBS3 
and NBC1 0. left this week forsunnier (?) skies in 
D.C. We'll sob rain clouds till we see you again. ► 
More ice at d typaper. net/icepack. 

(a_amorosi@citypaper.net) 




MURDER, HE WROTE 

Michael Capuzzo investigates a cold case club 
in his book The Murder Room. By Will stone 



MICHAEL CAPUZZO | Thu.. Aug. 19. 12:30p.m., free, Borders, 1 S. 
Broad St, 216-608-7400, bordem.com 



M ost dinner clubs don't take cold cases with their coffee. The 
Vidocq Society (VS), a nonprofit, pro-bono club of the world’s 
foremost crime fighters and forensic experts, has been mull- 
ingover unsolved murders since 1990. The group 
is, by nature, secretive; hickily, former Inquirer 
reporter Michael Capuzzo has cracked the case in ^jyioreorr 

The Murder Room: The Heirs of Sherlock Holmes f CjtyPiipBIllEt 

Gather to Solve the World’s Most Perplexing Cold 
Cases (Gotham, Aug. 10), his nonfiction account 
of this exclusive 82-person society of criminologists. For seven years, 
Capuzzo tagged along with three VS luminaries who comprise the 
backbone of this Holmesian enterprise: Richard Walter, forensic psy- 
chologist and wispy eccentric; Frank Bender, macho forensic sculptor, 
and William Fleisher, former FBI agent and no-nonsense VS president. 



City Paper. What are the Philly origins of the Vidocq Society? 
Michael Capuzzo: Eugene Francois Vidocq was the legendary 
French detective in the 19th century who inspired the character 
of Sherlock Holmes. But as far as its Philly roots, the VS meets 



once a month in the Public Ledger Building to solve murders over 
lunch. [The founders] have a heart-on -their-sleeve quality about 
them that I associate in a positive way with Philadelphia, as well 
as a dedication to justice. . . . There’s just something about Philly’s 
bright and, at the same time, dark atmosphere. 



CP: What about the VS grabbed your attention? 

MC: Their website, at the time, said “cuisine and crime” — that’s 
just an amazing image. I pitched the idea to all three guys-They all 
wanted to read [my first book] Close to Shore first to see if I was any 
good. They're all no-bullshit detectives. When we first met. Writer 
said, “I drove four hours to be here. You better be fuckin’ awesome .” 
I told that story to my daughter’s eighth-grade class at her Quaker 
school .... That was a mistake. 



READ MORE WITH 

MICHAEL CAPUZZO __ rv , , . , 

AGENDA you felt mover your head? 

MC: I’m a veteran reporter and have had 
to cover some awful murders and plane crashes and deal with all the 
images of blood. But when I went to Richard’s Victorian ma n sion, he 
showed me all the pictures of a cannibal murderer that Scotland Yard 
had tried to figure out. I looked at pictures of brains and scalps with 
little hairs on them, sitting in a wrought-iron pan filled with butter. 
After about 50 of them, my stomach started to turn. Of course, then 
Richard said, “Young man!” — what he calls me even though I'm 53 
— “Would you like a chocolate chip cookie? I made them myself with 
real butter." He’s brilliant and thinks everything down to minutiae, 
that he knew the chemical in the chocolate would make me feel better. 

( will.stone@dtypaper.net) 
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7hird Ffctar. Philadelphia, PA 
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+ ADULTS, ETC. 



llnm-12pm,$10, Muster Joy Moves 
Dunce Studio, 1807 Chestnut St.. 
215-564-2570. 

ADULTSKATINGA night tlfloost! 

good time. Every Sun, Franldinville 
Skating Rink. 2608 N. Dolson Dr. , 
FVanklinville, NJ, 886-694-0600. 



nut pete in a nude wrestling match. 
Hoprfully.no one', body pun. will 
ho bitten off Evory Thu, 9-1 lpnt, 

$5, FhntnsyShowbur, 7 10 Block 
Horae Pike, Mount Ephraim, NJ. 

primal urges on stage. Ladies only. 
Every Fri, 10pm, S 18, Puntin, 460 N. 
2nd St., 215-774- 7657. 



off the pasties. Every Wed, 9 pm, 
FREE, Cold Club, 14 16 Chancellor 
St, 2 15-670-9999. 



trois .sexual liintasies into reality at 
thisswingers-IKondlyovont. Every 
FH. 9pm, *30, Pleasure Cardan 
Club, 61st St.& Pbssyunk Ava„ 



bvstrut ting their stuff inskimpv 
beachwesr. Every Thu, 9pm, $8-810, 
Club27,27 Bank St, 215-922-3 020. 



without boring youto death. Every 
6:30-7:30pm, $20-960. Poise Dance 



of the cave strutthoir sultry stuff 
lor the ladies at this weakly event. 
Every Sat ,9pm, $20, Fuxion. 460 N 
2nd St, 215-923-0504. 



prindpulcutch you. Every Sun. 10- 
St, 215482-724 2. 



bring two hearts together? It may 
not be Mutch.eom, but then again, 

grub. Evory Sat. 10pm-2am. FREE, 
Shunto Pub. 3000Market St, 21 5- 




+ EVENTS/ 
FESTIVALS 




+ GALLERIES 




avouch Satwaays; otooso cal Iho galcrv 
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> PRETTY THINGS PEEP SHOW 

Screw foreplay! The Pretty Things Peepshow kna 
blood pumping. Founder/petlormer Go-Go Amy is 
mixeselemenls ol bixlesque, sr ip-lease, circus an 
ing, stripping, contorting and whip-cracking whi 
tlie "Midget ol Mischief." walks on glass and sw 
than her 27-inch trame would have you believe Is 
buriesque, Pretty Things adds a twist ot 21 st-cer 
by tatled-and -sultry singer Bonnie Voyage and th 
Band. With more than 300 shows under their gart 
>izarre talentand erotic energy that'll leave you 
20, 7:30p.m., S10-S12,KungFuNeckte, 1250N 
prettytHngspmduclions.com. 


ws exactly how to get your 
amasierolseductionwho 
dsldeshow;she'llbesing- 
lil' Miss Firetly, billed as 
lows balloons way bigger 
ossihle, Based on vintage 
tury rock, too, with music 
King Sicka billy One Man 
er belts, these ladiesofter 
egging lor more. Fri.Aug 
FrontSt., 215-291-4919 

— Stephen Rose 


all In a day's work J 

> 24-HOUR COMIC CHALLENGE 


extensive collaboration and weeks or monttts 
toproduce.But.asany veteran of lie 24-Hour 
Comic Challenge willtell you,tharschi(fs play. 
Odginall y developed in 1 990, the Challenge 
hosts a small groupot comic writers andartists 
who must write, pendl, ink, color and letter a 
lull 24-page comic from scratch over tie span 
ot one day. tou wanna sleep or eat? Do It on your ov 
nothing, and no sketches, designs or sum mariesma 
Pliny's participating for tie first tme this year, and 
attempt the challenge: 24 -Hour vet Pete Status, Rap 
IrettJ. Hopkins, Andrea “DreTme'Grigoropol, Jas 
— who, as the greenest writer, must serve tie oth 
while completng her own comic.Hostvenue Atom 
throughout, running a number of sales, including 


ntime.Theclockstopstor 
he brouglit in beforehand 
«ven brave local artists wi 
haelTihedno.Stewn Pete is 
on Clarke and Colleen Groh 
artists snacks and coffee 
City Comics will stay open 
tie artists' own prints and 


Atomic City Comes, 640 South SL, 215-625-9613 


— EricHenney 


watch out for that tree! ] 

> INTRODUCTION TO AERIALS 

you've ever tireatened to tun away tothe circus 
anyonecan puton a tunny noseandsome lace pa 
School ot CircusArts add anotier twist to your rd 
detyingly swing through!!* air will the greato slot 
new workshop on aerials. The school S professional 
during their one-hour beginner class. Vbu'l learn 
ypes ot trapeze art rope, fabric and static.This da 
ycucangive each type awlirt before committing 


you gotta understand that 
nt. Sole! the Philadelphia 
ume: Learn how todeath- 
ease at the Circus School’s 
taftwill teachyoutotly high 
nd practice three different 
ss is a one-time session so 
atull scheduleolclasses 



d" • 

POLARIS 

Formerly “The Starlight Ballroom” 
460 N 9th St. Philadelphia, PA 
Btwn Callowhiii & Spring Garden Sts. 



AI^IJM^ 1 IA . 
Android Lust 



FRIDAY AUGUST 20TH 




SEPT 7 SLEEP SEPT 23 BREECH AND DESTROY 

SEPT IB BLUDBAIH - OUBSTEPI SEPT 25 POINT OF IMPACT 
SEPT I THE BIRTHDAY MASSACRE OCT 3 BEYOND TEST 
SEPT I- FUN ITER VOGT O CM FOUR YEAR STRONG 

SEPT 16 REFLECTIONS OCT 6 36CRAZYFIS1S 

ADVANCED TICKETS AV AILABLE AT : 

ticket/fy 

wlofljcwn 71 1 Pxwunl Ave. 

215-769-2780 / Box Office 215-908-2063 

POLARISPHILLYCOM 







duo Evil Doe and Mr Wall bringin' 

6 EX 6EX 6EX 1 0 a & Barbury 
w/Jhn Rdn . Jana Bun , Alex Leigh. 

sounds making your body undulate 
in ways you never expected, plus 
visuals from Holegrnm City, *8. 

drumsong M « *®KungFu 
NeckUo w/Roh ftdno.Wlllyum.Senn 
Thomas. Sound Between Movement 
bringsin tho Shakedown boys to 
vibe up tho spol.Sottle in for that 
good good, *5. 

w/LuVKt, JNH.Ma tthow Morchioni. 
The Da nee. Bully hoys get it gain 1 in 
the Ufcria Room" for this late night 
jump-off, S20. 



SUN AUG. 22 




IcitypapEr.nEt 



LISTINGS TO GA1R79© 




Every Thursday from 5-7pr? all summer 
Complimentary Appetizers .i^rink Specials 



TONIGHT 



NORTH THIRD 

801 N. 3rd Street . 215.413.3666 . www.norththird.com 



Next week... 

McCrossen's Tavern 

529 N. 20th Street . 215.854.0923 



Go to citypQper.net/moveablefeQst for upcoming locations. 





+Agenda Picks 

«< continued fro m page 33 

Working on Ihe trapeze also promotes an intensive upper-body workout, so 
prepare to put your muscles and flexibility to the test. It this class gives you a 
promismgglimpseolwhatrneGliienBamum&8ailey’sbigtop, ivewon'thok) 
It against you it *ou never retirn home. Fri .Aug. 20, 7p.m., S25, Philadelphia 
Schoolol Circus Arts, 5900A Greene St., 21 5-849-1991, phllyclrcus.com. 

—Stephen Rose 



[ adrlan! ] 

>• ROCKY-THON 

Look, we understand you people who read 
tie title ofthis pick and think. “Jesus H , more 
Bocky?!"We know, it's gettng a little old, con- 
sidering most of the movie-going world has 
associated Philly with the little Kenzo Boxer 
Who Could forgoing on 34 years now. But we 
also think it's better to be aligned with a Best 
Picture winner (which beat out Taxi Driver, 
no less) than, say. The Garbage- Picking, Field Goal-Kicking Philadelphia 
Phenomenon Plus, its lately tunny to watch tourists trip while running up the 
Art Muse um steps, which iswhylhere'ssimply no better place to see the Italian 
Stallion In action than Ihe tamed gradations. So thankthe Rolling Roadshow 
—from the minds betindAustin, Texas' bltehin' Alamo Dratthouse— who've 
chosenPhladelphiaontheir site-specific movie tour.Tho Roadshow switches 
up the normal screening sesh by showing the first three In the series, the 
first two of which have hilariously similar plot lines — dig those ’ 70s sexual 
politcsin II. But the real kitsch gemisflodryH featuring second-best /forty 
villain Clubber Lang, played by the one, the only, Mr. T. But even more than 
that Rocky is the Jtimate wderdog. And underdogs are me ant to be loved. 
Thu., Aug. 19,8p.m., Tree, Philadelphia Museum olArt, 2600 Ben Franklin 
Parkway, 215-763-8100, aiginalalamo.com. 

— Molly Eich el 




1050 N. Hancock St. , 61 0-283-5669 . 
PLANCHETTE EXHIBIT BY 
J.L SCHNABELS DANIELLE 
VOCEL FcMure.divmatory paint- 
ings und drawings. Runs through 



AXD GALLERY. 265 S. 1 Oth St., 
215-027 -6250. FUGITIVE ELE- 
MENTS, Foot uros I he juxt aposin g 
works ofVutreul Mclsughlin and 

through Sept. 4. 

GALLERY 33B.339S.21st St., 
215-731-1530. IN REVIEW. Fun- 
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+ MUSIC 

► rock/ pop 

THURSDAY 8/19 

ARTIFICIAL SMI LING CO. with 

'Ihvorn,4200ChGstorAve^215- 



gomervAve.. 610-308-0579. LITTLE 
WARSAW. Feat uros artwork 




Atomic Square & The Defog. 9pm, 
FrankfordAve., 877-435-9849. 

THE BRIDGE with' Three Legged 
Fox & The Defibulutors. 8pm. $10, 
North Star Bar. 2639 Poplar St.. 
215-684-0808. 



Fine St , 21 5-923-7000. FROM AIX 
COMPASS POINTS, Featuring re- 
cent works liy Delaware jurist Kan 

St.. 2 15-923-7030. NEW ACQUISI- 
TIONS IN GLASS. Features both 



FRIDAY 8/20 



ATTACHED HANOSwith Father 
Figure, MoonClimbThe Wall & 





215.545.4101 • 263 S. 15th Street 
www.josepistolas.com 



< 

SCHMITZ 

Spccinlizin^ in all things German: fond. 
Semite, music and. of course, beer. 



Firkins vs. Flights 



BEER BAR TAQUERIA 
August 29th 

Jose Pistola 's 3rd Anniversary Party! 
Live music featuring: 

Greg O'Neill, Braxton Parker & 722 
Awesome food & drink specials 



The place to watch your 

Philadelphia Phillies! 



Joe Gunn’s Quizzo Jawn 

Every Monday at 8:30pm 



Happy Hour 5-7pm 



Ixiwieft RUDDlfrRlOOjlBRHR 

1 <?IZIflbABfl 



THUR, SEPT 2 AT 8PM 











NEW! Happy Hour 

Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm 

¥2 Price 

Local Drafts 

& 

Appetizers! 

i— 3 





pmmwm 

see swifthalfpub .com for details 




every weekend 

. mrmm _ 

new firkin every thursday @ 7pm 

mmmm 

all day mondays 




queerbait 

in on the LGBTQ scene 



BEIRUT 

The current late-night presentation from 
Quince Productions twists yourthoughts, 
tickles your funny bone and will possibly 
titillate yournetherregums Written in the 
mid-'80s by gay playwright Alan Bowne, 

time when AIDS transformed the way we 
lived and generated a stigma arouid those 
infected.The succinct storyliie surrounds 
a virus-negative woman (Jessica Snow) who sneaks into a quarantine area to 
persuade her reluctant positive partner (Michael Tomasetb) that she's willing 
to risk infection to be with him. The intimate venue allows you to get right in 
the center of their sexually explicit debacle, which isn'tso bad considering 
the two cutes play the whole thing out in their undies.Totally recommended. 
Every Fri. and Sal. through Aug. 28, 10:15 p.m., $15, Shubin Theatre, 407 
Banbndge SI. , 215-627- 1088, quinceproductons. com. 

► BAR AIDS 

There has never been a more behooving reason to get shit- laced than Bar 
ADS. an event that provides ammunition to lour of Philadelphia's HV/AIDS- 
blasting superheroes. A mass of bars and coffeeshops across the Delaware 
Valley, including Woody's and Tabu, will provide a percentage of tieir days 
earnings toAcfonAIDS, Die AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania. Mazzori Center 
and Philadelphia FIGHT. This is PhillyS inaugural run, and timely considering 
recent statistics from the World Health Organization placing our region sixth 
in the nation with citizens infected. So take this chance to sip something 
from the top shelf and don' t be afraid to buy your friends another round 
or two. The hangover will be much more forgiving if it derives from such a 
stellar cause. Thu.,Aug.2B, various locations, 215-981-3328, lacebook. 



togne, 3llpm, $35465, Suaquel 
Camden, NJ, 86* 



AXIE 500 with Crystal Stilts, 9pm. 
*18.50421 .Trocadoro, 1003 Arch 
SL, 2154)22-5483. 

INFINI EN with Rodega Rqja & 
Ro4Jp,9pm, $7, Fire, 4 12 W. Girard 
Ave, 267-671-9298. 

Congo I. Lucas Carpenter & Michael 
Brun,8pm, $1 5420, tthrldCaSS Live, 
3025 Walnut St, 2 15-222-1400. 



KYLE PATRICK with JoBXO 

Ruben, 8-1 1pm, *12, MilkRoy Cof- 
Ardmoro, 6 10-645-5269. 

STRANGE ENGINEERS, 9:30pm, 
545-0475. 



Chestnut St. 



Bird & Violent Soho, 9pm, *8. 
North Star Bar. 2639 Hiplnr St., 

215-684-0808. 

BENEFIT OF LOVE FOR JANET 
DOWDY A HER CHILOREN with 
The Ihttd End Kids Hist & Present 

Hwy. BoBmawr. NJ. 856-931-4802. 



877-435-9849. 

Fleeting Ends & Big Terrible, Spin. 
*16. World Cafe Live, 3025 Walnut 
St ..215-222-1400. 



& Nice and Smoot h. 9pm, *35450, 
Trocndero, 1003 ArchSt., 215-922- 



michale GRAVES wiUi Crypt- 
keeper 5 & Unlocked, 6:30pm, *10, 
Rung Fu Necktie. 1 250 N. Front St, 



Ardmore, 610-645-5269. 



i 215-684-0808. 

SATURDAY 8/21 



iaH hstmgsGcitypapetiM 






1001 N 2nd St (215)923-4600 
Phils, PA 19123 5wifihalfpub.com 



_ absolutely 

St everything 

8-0 $5 every Sunday 1 

tlx flptMzzd 4. 15th st. 
r.3 PYrrdVx^ Philadelphia, pa 19102 

t) ^^•215.985.9600 

goodogbar.com 




QKJJSsfe prfeS ©SMS 

happy hour: Jl off all drinhs tun-wed 
mon-fri: 5-7pm sat: 4-6pm fa fetef 8 
sun: 10pm until midnight 20% off 



WIN! 

DIFFERENT 
ITEMS 
EACH DAY! 



THIS WEEK 

Curves 

Paddy Whacks Irish Sports Bar 
Cream and Sugar Bakery 
Montgomery Theater 
Raven Lounge 

♦ SIGN UP at citypaper.net/win 

for your chance to win! 
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and You, 7pm. 85-87, Green Lina 
CnB, 4426 Locust St. . 215-222-3431. 

ZIGQY RETURNS Trill o[c to 

Dovid Bowie. 8- 10pm. 82 150430. 
SolloravilloThoutor 1894.24 W. 
Tiimplo Avo.. Sallara villa, 215-267- 



SUNDAY8/22 



BILLY WALLACE with Joe 
Fletcher & Kelly and tho Ruths, 
8pm. 88. Fire. 41 2 W. Girard Avo.. 




Ingram & BuckyCavingtoa.54pm. 
829.99-854.99. Si* Flogs Great Ad- 

NJ, 732-928-2000^ 

box & Solatia . 5pm. S 12. Barbery. 
95 1 Fronkford Avo.. 2 15-423-834 2. 

824,'IYocaderu. 1003 Arch St.,215- 
922-5483. 



pened In Vagus, Makeoul Party 
& Gonnoro, 8pm, 810. North Star 
Bur. 2639 Poplar St.. 215684- 



MONDAY 8/23 



ADMIRAL RAOLEY with Hooray 
far Earth,8pm,314-822.WoridCaft 
Uvo, 3025 Walnut SL. 215-222- 




Springs,8pm, 812.TinAngel.20 & 



TONES with Teenage Bottlorockot 
& Tlw Flat liners, 7:30pm. 826.50- 
S29,Trocadcro. 1003 ArchSt., 



215-9224483. 



TUESDAY 8/24 

PIRATE RADIO LIVE, Spill- lam, 

Choauiut St ., 21 5-222- 1234 . 



DR AGONZORD wit It Secret 
Mountains, Hup Along & Da Com- 
rade!, 8pm . 81 0. Kung Fu Necktie. 
1 250 N. Front SL,2 16-291-4919. 




WEDNESDAY 8/25 

ADAM MONACO BAND with 
Gordon Hull.Hpm, 813, World Call! 

Live. 3025 Wnlnut St.. 216-222- 



9pm. 85410, Danger Danger Gal- 
lory, 50 13 Baltimore Ave..myspaco, 
comAiongonl on go rgalk-ry, 
MONOLITH witli An Al bat mss 
& Gills FYam Knolu, 8pm, 88, Kung 
FU Nocktie. 12S0N. FrontSt.,215- 

ROCKERSI with The Mighty 
Soutli St_ 2 154454476. 



823 -826, World Cafe Live. 3025 




SunSetsNorth.9pm.S7.Fire.412W. 



THURSDAY 8/26 

Brenda's. 1201 N. Frankfiird Ave. , 



NEGATIVE APPROACH 

with Cobra Lung, 6:30pm, 812, 
Barbuiy.951 Fronkford Ave.,216- 
4234342. 

OPENING DAY with Adalio.Thn 
Anchor Boys* SookToThriU, 6pm, 
87. Fire. 4 12W. Girard Ave., 267- 





■yjESin. 



, : $o Events ^Adventuresil* 



Single in Philly? 

Wallyball • Pub Quiz • Seafood Nights • Bowling • Pizza Parties 
Hawaiian Luaus • Horseback Riding • Hiking • Biking • & more! 

Events and Adventures is an activities club 
izing in friendship and fun for singles. 




ZIGGY MARLEY 
BILLY IDOL 

BADFISH: A Tribute To Sublime 

LUDACRIS 

TOMMY JAMES &TheShondells 
311 

DISTURBED 

SOCIAL DISTORTION with Lucero 



H i, jbJ u 5.s e B Lt-lu [e l^s 

HT SH0VJB0AT 4TUN1IC CITY 






THESWKS 



! ' 1 

seVwJoUst 



stnbntcuin For Complete Concert Listings Log On To *i r L afm ~ r t a . 

“'"".SST 1 ” HOBATSHOWBOAT.COM 



Show and buff ot packagos available! 



Stay tho night in VIP-style in one of our chic and exclusive House Of Blues Studio Suites. 



HOB Suite packages available on Tickotmaster.com. 



888-600-5999 LotsOfEvents.com 





















THURSDAY 8/19 

MO SS NO PROBLEMS 
DJ SAMMY SLICE 
DJ COOL HAND LUKE 
HOST TU PHACE 



TUESDAY 8/24 

THE CITY MUSIC PROJECT 
STEVE FOX THE BEAT BOX 



ip 



TURNARBUN0 E3 



Doric Wave Party 



® MUttFANT E3 

rmk&ut 

50'S/60S Donee Party 




Every Tuesday 

Pirate Radio Lira 



FWUjrfc Lire Musks Beene 
Reborn feat The Rebel 
Yell £ Suspeot 9 
student ID or RSVP 
Friday 8/20 
Bad Doctors, 

Barin McHugh and the 
Everymen, Li at 
15 - 9pm 
Saturday 8/21 
E-Funk W 
Water Tribe£lose to 
Good, DJ Champe 
16-ftpm 

Sunday 8/22 

Weekly Open Jam 
Blues/Rock/Fu ntyJazt 
Backline Provided 
ftJOpm Mo Cover 
Monday 8/23 
Quizzo 

1/2 price wings & 

16 pitchers 
8 pm Mo Cover 

for tickets visit 
theblockley.com 

loll 



UPSTAIRS 

DJS 

THE KHYBER ISOPEN 
UPSTAIRS EVERY 
NIGHT OF THE WEEK 
AND FREE. 

SI PBR&SI High Life every 
night until 1 1 pm upstairs. 
Sundays has SI 0 open bar. 



HAPPY 

HOUR 

5to7pm 

S2 pints of Kenzinger 
SI domestic bottles 
S2 off all drafts 
SI off everything else 





















